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SUBJECT: Film Studies YEAR GROUP: 12 & 13 
COURSE: 

A LEVEL 

EXAM BOARD: EDUQAS 

SUBJECT INTENT: Our vision is to nurture a deep appreciation of film as both an art form and a medium of cultural expression. A Level Film Studies 
encourages students to critically engage with a diverse range of films from different eras, cultures, and production contexts. Through 
analytical study and creative filmmaking, students develop advanced skills in visual literacy, critical thinking, and storytelling—preparing 
them for further academic study or careers in the creative industries. 

 
TERM TOPIC / LINK TO 

BIG IDEA 
CORE LEARNING KEY CONCEPTS SEQUENCING LINK TO 

SPECIFICATION 

Autumn 
(Component 1) 
 

C1SA – 
Hollywood 
film 1930-
1990 

Study of Vertigo (1956) and One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1975) 

Auteur & 
Context 
Core Concepts 

Start with an introduction to Classical and New 
Hollywood, covering key historical, industrial, and 
stylistic differences. Study one Classical 
Hollywood film (1930–1960) and one New 
Hollywood film (1961–1990), focusing on narrative, 
genre, representation, and context. End with a 
comparative analysis of both films, applying 
critical perspectives and practising exam-style 
questions. 

AS and A Level 
Film Studies | 
Eduqas 

Autumn 
(Component 2) 

C2SA – 
Global Film 

Study of City of God (2002) and 
Another Round (2020) 

Core Concepts Start by introducing the concept of global cinema, 
including cultural, social, and political contexts 
outside Hollywood. Study two non-English 
language films from different countries and time 
periods, focusing on narrative, aesthetics, 
representation, and spectatorship. Finish with 
comparative analysis and essay practice, applying 
relevant film theories (e.g., postcolonialism, 
realism). 

AS and A Level 
Film Studies | 
Eduqas 
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Spring 
(Component 1) 
 

C1SB – 
American 
Film since 
2005 

La La Land (2016) and Captain 
Fantastic (2016)  

Core Concepts 
Ideology 
Spectatorship 

Introduce contemporary American cinema, 
including mainstream vs. independent production 
contexts. Study two films (one mainstream, one 
independent), analysing narrative, aesthetics, 
representation, and spectatorship. Conclude with 
comparative analysis and exam practice, 
exploring how industry context shapes meaning 
and audience response. 

AS and A Level 
Film Studies | 
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Spring 
(Component 2) 

C2SB – 
Documentary 

Amy (2015) Core Concepts 
Filmmaker’s 
theories 

Exploration of key documentary modes (e.g. 
observational, expository, participatory) and 
conventions. Study one feature-length 
documentary, focusing on how narrative, 
representation, and aesthetics are used to 
construct reality and convey meaning. Finish with 
theoretical application (e.g. Bill Nichols) and 
practice analytical exam responses. 

AS and A Level 
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Eduqas 

 

Summer 1 
 

C3 – 
NEA 

Preparation for NEA – short film 
analysis, research and planning 

Core Concepts Introduction of the NEA brief, assessment criteria, 
and required format (screenplay or short film with 
evaluative analysis).  

AS and A Level 
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Summer 2 

C3 – 
NEA 

Production of NEA – short film 
production either on or off site 

Core Concepts Students are guided through research, planning, 
and pre-production, then move to drafting, filming 
or scripting, and editing. 
End with writing the evaluative analysis, focusing 
on how their work reflects narrative, genre, and 
stylistic influences. 
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Year 13 TOPIC / LINK TO 
BIG IDEA 

CORE LEARNING KEY CONCEPTS SEQUENCING LINK TO 
SPECIFICATION 

Autumn 1 
 

C1SC – British 
Film 

Study of Trainspotting (1996) & This 
Is England (2006) 

Narrative & 
Context 

Introduction of key features of British cinema, 
including themes like identity, class, and social 
realism. Study two British films from different time 
periods or styles, analysing narrative, 
representation, and context. Conclude with 
comparative analysis and exam-style practice 
focused on how national identity and industry 
shape meaning. 

AS and A Level 
Film Studies | 
Eduqas 

Autumn 2 

C2SD – 
Experimental 
Film 

Study of Memento (2000) Narrative & 
Auteur 

Overview of experimental cinema, its rejection of 
mainstream conventions, and key movements (e.g. 
avant-garde, structural film). Study one 
experimental film in depth, focusing on aesthetics, 
narrative disruption, and audience engagement. 
Finish by applying theory and preparing analytical 
responses exploring the film's innovation and 
meaning-making. 

AS and A Level 
Film Studies | 
Eduqas 

 

Spring 1 
 

C2SC – 
Silent Film 

Study of Strike (1925) Filmmaker’s 
theories 

Discussion of early cinema and the historical, 
technological, and cultural context of silent film. 
Study one silent-era film, focusing on visual 
storytelling, mise-en-scène, performance, and 
editing techniques. Conclude with analysis of how 
meaning is constructed without sound and 
practice applying theory and exam responses. 

AS and A Level 
Film Studies | 
Eduqas 

Spring 2 

REVISION FOR 
FULL EXAMS 
COMPONENT 1 

Students revise all component one 
units, focusing on improving essay 
responses. 

All Building on… all prior knowledge 
… 

Building towards… exam mastery 
 

AS and A Level 
Film Studies | 
Eduqas 
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Summer 1 
 

 
REVISION FOR 
FULL EXAMS 
COMPONENT 2 

Students revise all component two 
units, focusing on improving essay 
responses.  

All Building on… all prior knowledge 
… 

Building towards… exam mastery 
 
… 

AS and A Level 
Film Studies | 
Eduqas 

Summer 2 

 
FINAL EXAMS 

Students complete examinations in 
the subject. Final coursework 
moderation takes place with 
EDUQAS 

All Building on… all prior knowledge 
… 

Building towards… exam mastery 
 

AS and A Level 
Film Studies | 
Eduqas 
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