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SUBJECT: Photography YEAR GROUP: 10 & 11 

COURSE: GCSE 
60 % coursework 
40% Exam 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 

SUBJECT 
INTENT: 

The photography curriculum at Orion Eden Park has been designed to challenge, foster critical thinking and develop technical skills 
as students explore diverse photographic techniques. It encourages innovation and pushes creative boundaries by introducing 
students to contemporary and traditional approaches in photography.   In lessons, students draw inspiration from a wide range of 
photographers and visual artists, analyzing their works to deepen their understanding of photographic techniques and the 
photographic eye. By promoting keen experimentation in their creative work, students are encouraged to take risks, refining their 
personal style and, ultimately, creating and producing visually compelling photographic pieces. Students endeavor to reflect on 
their own personal expression and style and how their ability to use photographic techniques achieves desired outcomes.   

 

Year 10 
 

TERM TOPIC  CORE LEARNING KEY CONCEPTS SEQUENCING LINK TO 
SPECIFICATION 

Autumn 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objects & 
Collections 
 
 

1. How to use a Camera 
2. Understanding Exposure & 

Composition  
3. Paul Massey Research  
4. Paul Massey Photoshoot 

Response (photoy72) – 
using depth of field to 
capture the “real” actions 
of toys.  

5. Slow Shutter Speed: Light 
Drawing – using slow 
shutter speed to capture 
the alphabet drawn using a 
torch.  

The exposure triangle – exploring 
depths of field & slow shutter speed 
(A01) 
 
Apply composition and viewpoint to 
a range of photographs (A02) 
 
How to identify the visual elements 
and evaluate the work of 
Photographers (A01)  
 
How to respond to photographers 
work using photographic techniques 
and subject matter (A03) 

Building on… 
identification and 
application of the three 
basic settings to control 
the capture of images: 
shutter speed, aperture, 
and ISO.  
Identification (from 
relevant artist and creative 
sources) and application of 
key techniques including 
compositions, viewpoints, 
and the use of visual 
elements. 

AQA GCSE Art 
& Design - 
Photography 
(8206) 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
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6. Photograms & Cyanotypes 
research Man Ray 

7. Darkroom techniques : 
understanding how still life 
objects can signify 
emotions and meanings to 
capture an image without 
a camera 

8. Editing images using 
digital and hand rendered 
methods (sequence, 
weave, coloured filters) 

9. Developing Ideas in 
response to photographers  

10. Photoshoot  
11. Developing a final 

outcome  

 
How to select and present a series of 
best images (A04/A03) 
 
How to evaluate own work using key 
subject specific vocabulary (A03) 
 
Experiment and Explore different 
photographic techniques  
 (A02)  
 
Analysis and evaluation of artists 
sources & student created work. 
(A01) 
 
Recording Ideas: How to Plan a 
Photoshoot (A03) 
 
Developing ideas into a personal and 
meaningful response (A04) 
 

… 

Building towards… 
how images can be 
aesthetically pleasing and 
at the same time can elicit 
emotion and meaning in 
their audience.  
The use of compositional 
and viewpoint techniques 
can determine how well 
the photographer 
communicates with their 
audience 
… Autumn 2 

 

Spring 1 
 

Component 1: 
Our World: 
Landscape, 
Portrait & 
Architecture  

Landscape Photography 
1. Mood board & Mind Map  
2.  Landscape Photographer 

Research (Steven Quinn, 
Shaun Kardinal, Jelle 
Martens, Randy Grskovic & 
Abigail Reynolds)  

3. Photoshoot Planning  

How to respond to a theme (A01) 
 
How to incorporate drawing into 
photoshoots (A03)  
 
Knowing different photographic 
styles and genres (A01) 
 

Building on… 
Construction of the image, 
looking at visual elements 
in the surrounding natural 
environment and 
composing the image. 
Successful 
implementation of colour, 
texture and form in natural 

AQA GCSE Art & 
Design - 
Photography 
(8206) 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
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4. Responding to 
Photographers exploring 
subject matter 

5. Developing Ideas using a 
variety of digital and hand 
rendered methods.  

 

Analyse and Evaluate a range of 
sources using key vocabularly 
(A01/A03)  
 
Identifying and applying the Visual 
Elements with a key focus on 
shapes, patterns, colours & texture 
(A01/A03) 
 
Apply composition and viewpoint to 
a range of photographs (A02) 
 
To develop compositions by 
experimentation Using Photoshop 
and Hand Rendered Methods with a 
key focus on geometric shapes and 
repetition (AO2/A04) 
 

landscape images. 
Students previously taught 
the basics of composition 
and viewpoints in KS3 and 
first term of KS4 
… 

Building towards… 
Modifying the image to 
create unique visual 
effects, understanding the 
use of appropriate media to 
experiment with images. 
How to record the 
relevance of the use of 
techniques and media.  
 
… 

Spring 2 

Portrait and studio photography:  
 

6. Studio Lighting and 
Photographer Research 
(Jean Faucher, Matt 
Wisniewski, Maykel Lima, 
Alma Hasser, Laurence 
Demaison, Dan Mountford 
& Rankin)  

7. Introduction to the studio 
and how to control lighting 
to create a varied emotive 

Exploring high key and low key 
studio lighting (A02)  
 
in-depth analysis and evaluation of 
photographers work (A01)  
 
How photographers have used 
lighting to create mood and apply to 
own photographs (A02)  
 
Apply composition and viewpoint to 
a range of photographs (A02) 
 

Building on… 
The control of light to 
create mood in an image. 
Directing every part of the 
image (subject matter, 
background, movement, 
camera settings, lighting) 
to create the intended 
outcome (mood/meaning) 
in the image.  
Students inherently aware 
that lighting is integral tool 

AQA GCSE Art & 
Design - 
Photography 
(8206) 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
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environment for their 
subjects.  

8. How  to compose and plan 
for a portrait shoot in the 
studio.  

9. Select, present and 
develop ideas using 
Photoshop 

10. Photo manipulation and 
development edits  

 

How to select and present a series 
of best images (A04/A03) 
 
How photographers create mood 
and meaning through image 
manipulation (A01/A02) 
 
Develop Ideas using Experimental 
techniques & edits - exploring filters 
and distortions. (A02)  

in creating successful 
imagery.  
… 

Building towards… 
Wider visual narrative of 
images: how images of 
humans can be 
manipulated to construct 
meaning. Interpretation of 
images and understanding 
of visual narratives is 
inherent. 
… 

 

Summer 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Architectural, Urban Landscape & 
Documentary Photography.  
 

11. Photographic research & 
Recording Ideas (Salley 
Verral Alexey Bogolepov, 
David Hockney 
(photographic collage) Zoe 
Leonard, Catherine Yass. 

12. Photoshoot Response  
13. Selection and presentation 

of best images 
14. Developing Images through 

editing focussing on line, 
photo collage, filters 

15. Developing Ideas through 
Photoshoots  

Exploring the social & cultural 
context of photography; Visual 
Elements focus on Form, Tone, Line, 
Texture (A01)  
 
How to Plan a Photoshoot (A03) 
 
Applying Composition and 
Viewpoint to a series of Photographs 
(A02)  
 
How to manipulate images Using 
Photoshop and Hand Rendered 
Methods to create meaning (A04) 
 
Refining Ideas through photoshoots 
and editing techniques (A02) 

Building on… 
Images of the city and 
urban landscape hold 
cultural, social, and 
historical context. 
(Photographers recording 
time and architectural 
design). Students are 
aware of new vs old 
buildings; brutalism vs 
modernism architecture 
signify different time 
periods.  
… 

Building towards… 
Social and cultural 
understanding of images. 

AQA GCSE Art & 
Design - 
Photography 
(8206) 

Summer 2 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
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16. Journey So Far  
 
Students are urged to choose an 
artist most in line with their own 
independent style throughout each 
chapter, but to always experiment 
with all editing techniques shown. 

 
Evaluating and realizing intentions 
for photographic development (A04)  
 
How to present a personal and 
meaningful response (A04)  
 
 
  

Artists create images/work 
to communicate 
social/cultural/historical 
ideas to their audience. 
 
Realizing own intentions for 
development  
 
… 

 

 

Year 11 

 

TERM TOPIC  CORE LEARNING KEY CONCEPTS SEQUENCING LINK TO 
SPECIFICATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Autumn 1 
 
 
 
 
 

Component 1: 
Independent Project 
 
 

1. Developing Ideas : 
Mind Map, Mood 
Board, Statement of 
Intent.  
 
Students choose one 
of the 3 main branches 
of photography that 
they would like to 
continue exploring 
(portraiture/ urban 
environments/ natural 
environments). They 

All (synoptic) 
 
Students apply what they have 
learnt previously in relation to the 
Assessment Objectives with key 
areas of focus on:  
 
 

• Analysis and Evaluation of a 
range of sources 

• Embedding Key Subject 
Specific Vocabulary 

Building on… 
Previously learnt 
techniques, compositions, 
when using the camera or 
adobe systems. Ability to 
analyze and evaluate the 
relevance of artists work 
and techniques explored 
throughout students’ 
responses.  
… 

Building towards… 

AQA GCSE Art 
& Design - 
Photography 
(8206) 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
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Autumn 2 

also choose a sub-
topic of their own liking 
(choices may differ 
each year) (2025 
choices: erasure, 
transformation, 
connection, light & 
dark) 
 

2. Photography Research 
& Analysis  

3. Shoot Plan  
4. Photoshoot 
5. Selection & 

Presentation  
6. Development of Ideas 

through photoshoots 
or digital and hand 
rendering  

7. Final Piece Planning  
8. Final Outcomes   

 
 
Students choose 3- 6 
photographers of their own 
liking and explore, in depth 
responding to their specific 
chosen theme over a period of 
14 weeks.  
 

• Reviewing and Refining work 
as it develops  

• Responding to relevant 
sources  

• Evaluating work as it 
progresses 

• Manipulating Images through 
digital or hand rendered 
methods 

• Experimenting with 
appropriate media, 
techniques and materials  

• Realising intentions 
• Making a personal and 

meaningful response  

You can communicate a 
visual narrative using a 
variety of techniques. 
Visual narrative can also 
be the artists expression 
that ‘something is 
beautiful.’ 
 
… 
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Students simultaneously 
create photographic work 
which links to their artists as 
well as developing their own 
unique styles.  

 

 

TERM TOPIC  CORE LEARNING KEY CONCEPTS SEQUENCING LINK TO 
SPECIFICATION 

Spring 1 
 

Component 2: 
Externally Set 
Assignment  
 

1. Mind map / moodboard  
2. Statement of intent  
3. Photograph research, 

analysis and personal 
response  

4. Photoshoot  
5. Selection and 

presentation and 
evaluation of images  

6. Development of Ideas  
 
Learning 1-6 is repeated in 4 
cycles  
 

7. Final Piece Planning 
8. 10 Hour Exam  

 
 
 
Students choose 6 
photographers of their own 

All (synoptic) 
 
Students apply what they have 
learnt previously in relation to the 
Assessment Objectives with key 
areas of focus on:  
 
 

• Analysis and Evaluation of a 
range of sources 

• Embedding Key Subject 
Specific Vocabulary 

• Reviewing and Refining work 
as it develops  

• Responding to relevant 
sources  

• Evaluating work as it 
progresses 

Building on… 
All prior knowledge in KS3 
& KS4 (previous terms) 
… 

Building towards… 
Creating a coherent 
response to an exam brief 
in a short time span. 
… 

AQA GCSE Art 
& Design - 
Photography 
(8206) 

Spring  2 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8206/specification/specification-at-a-glance
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liking and explore, in depth, the 
exam topic chosen for 12 
weeks. Students 
simultaneously create 
photographic work which links 
to their artists as well as their 
own unique styles.  

• Manipulating Images 
through digital or hand 
rendered methods 

• Experimenting with 
appropriate media, 
techniques and materials  

• Realising intentions 
Making a personal and meaningful 
response 
Relevant artists, techniques, and 
responses to the topics chosen.  
Independent study of photographic 
media.  
 

 


