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SUBJECT: Media Studies YEAR GROUP: 10 & 11 
COURSE: 

GCSE 

EXAM BOARD: OCR 

SUBJECT INTENT: Our vision is to inspire a deep appreciation for media and its role in shaping society, culture, and communication. We aim to develop 
students’ critical thinking, creativity, and analytical skills through an engaging and comprehensive media education. By exploring a wide 
range of media forms and industries, we empower students to understand and question the messages they encounter and equip them 
with the tools to create their own impactful media content. 

 
Year 10 TOPIC CORE LEARNING KEY CONCEPTS SEQUENCING LINK TO 

SPECIFICATION 

Autumn 1 
 

 
Advertising & Marketing 

The Lego Movie poster 
campaign and UK TV trailer 

Media language 
Media 
representation 
Media 
audiences 
Social, cultural 
contexts 

Building on… knowledge learnt in English; 
vocabulary and literacy and language 
techniques 
… 

Building towards… the impact of media on 
audiences, the representation of 
demographics and the impacts on society 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 

Autumn 2 

 
Magazines 

MOJO Magazine All (in-depth 
study) 
Social, cultural 
contexts 

Building on… prior knowledge of magazines 
and music, how representations are 
constructed 
… 

Building towards… understanding of media 
contexts, ownership and audience 
 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 

 

Spring 1 
 

News Two contemporary front covers of 
The Observer  
and the front covers of: 
The Observer 30 October 1966 
The Observer 6 November 1966 

Media industries 
Media language 
Media 
representations 
Social, cultural, 

Building on… prior knowledge of news and 
how learners consume it themselves as 
well as their parents/guardians. 
… 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 
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The Observer 20 October 1968 
One complete contemporary print 
edition of The  
Observer 
The Observer/Guardian website and 
social media 
 

political and 
historical 
contexts 

Building towards… a comprehensive 
understanding of news ownership and 
audience and how politics is a major drive 
in news distribution 
… 

Spring 2 

 
Video Games 

The Lego Movie video game Media industries 
Media audiences 
Media language 
Social, cultural 
contexts 

Building on… students’ likely 
comprehensive knowledge of video games 
and lego (standard target audience) 
… 

Building towards… knowledge of the 
industry and how marketing is conducted 
for video games 
 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 

 

Summer 1 
 

NEA Research and Preparation All units Building on… design principles learnt in 
KS3 Graphics 
… 

Building towards… understanding of 
Photoshop and proficiency 
… 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 

Summer 2 

NEA Production All units Building on… design principles learnt in 
KS3 Graphics 
… 

Building towards… understanding of 
Photoshop and proficiency 
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Year 11 TOPIC / LINK TO BIG IDEA CORE LEARNING KEY CONCEPTS SEQUENCING LINK TO 
SPECIFICATION 

Autumn 1 
 

 
NEA 

Production  Building on… progress made in Year 10 and 
tweaks made 
… 

Building towards… a Grade 9 coursework 
piece – display at summer exhibition 
… 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 

Autumn 2 

 
Television 

Vigil, Series 1, Episode 1, BBC 
1 
and 
The Avengers, Series 4, 
Episode 2, ‘The  
Gravediggers’, ITV 

All (synoptic) 
(in-depth study) 
Social, cultural 
and 
historical 
contexts 

Building on… understanding of media 
representations in television 
… 

Building towards… how mise-en-scene, 
setting, camerawork and costumes play a 
part in representation 
 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 

 

Spring 1 
 

Music Videos 
and Websites 

Wheatus – Teenage Dirtbag  
Avril Lavigne – Sk8ter Boi 

Media language 
Media 
representations 
Media audiences 
Social, cultural 
contexts 

Building on… prior understanding of music 
videos and representation from other 
studies 
… 

Building towards… how music videos 
reflect the time they were made and how 
they represent gender and race 
… 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 

Spring 2 

Radio 
 

The Live Lounge, BBC Radio 1 Media industries 
Media audiences 
Social, cultural 
and 
political contexts 

Building on… knowledge and experience of 
radio, how it is similar or different to other 
mediums 
… 

Building towards… understanding of BBC 
as a public service and licence fee, 
political or social context 
 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 
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Summer 1 
 

Revision – Paper 
1 
Revision – Paper 
2 

All units All (synoptic) 
(in-depth study) 
Social, cultural 
and 
historical 
contexts 
 

Building on… all prior knowledge 
… 

Building towards… exam mastery 
… 

GCSE - Media 
Studies (9-1) - 
J200 
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