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Introduction 

Welcome to Orion Eden Park’s Sixth Form Curriculum Guide. In the following pages, you’ll find detailed 
information on the courses we offer. We hope this guide will help you make well-informed decisions as you 
plan your Post-16 education. 

At Orion Eden Park Sixth Form, we are committed to providing a transformational and inspiring education. 
Through outstanding teaching and learning, we empower our students to build a solid foundation of 
knowledge while developing the drive to continuously grow. Our focus extends beyond academics - we 
nurture character development, encouraging students to act responsibly and become agents of positive 
change. With a wide array of extracurricular and super-curricular opportunities, we support students 
throughout their two-year journey, preparing them for success at university or in the professional world. 

Entry Criteria 

To access courses at Orion Eden Park Sixth Form, students must meet the following requirements: 

• Achieve a minimum of five grade 5’s at GCSE, including English and Maths to pursue 3 A-Level 
subjects. 

• Achieve a minimum Average Point Score of 4.5 across their GCSE subjects and grade 4’s at GCSE in 
English and Maths  

• Each subject has specific grade entry criteria that must be met to enrol. These criteria ensure that 
students have demonstrated the necessary skills at GCSE to succeed in challenging Level 3 courses. 

Please carefully review the subject specific entry criteria and compare them with your mock examination 
and predicted grades. This will help you assess which courses you are likely to qualify for when GCSE 
results are published.  

When considering your Level 3 course options, we recommend researching university requirements on 
UCAS (www.ucas.co.uk), where you’ll find a comprehensive list of UK university courses. If you have a 
particular degree or career path in mind, make sure to research the required subjects for those courses. 
For example, many International Relations degrees require a Social Science at A-Level. Additionally, be 
mindful of university grade requirements, such as AAB, or equivalent point scores. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ucas.co.uk/
http://www.ucas.co.uk/
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Sixth Form Curriculum 

The two years you spend in Sixth Form are among the most academically rewarding, allowing you to 
explore subjects that truly interest you. When you apply to our Sixth Form, you’ll be asked to select three 
subjects to study. Please note that the opportunity to study four subjects will be dependent on GCSE 
attainment, and most students will continue with three subjects once their results are confirmed. This 
year, we have expanded our curriculum offering. We are proud to offer a broad range of subjects to cater 
to diverse student interests. Please note that courses will only run if there is sufficient student interest. 
Should a course be discontinued, we will notify you before or during enrolment and help you find 
suitable alternatives.  

How is Sixth Form curriculum and study different? 

• You only study the subjects you have chosen. 

• Six timetabled lessons per week for each subject. 

• More independent study time: Learning to use this time effectively is crucial. 

• A minimum of six hours of independent study per week per subject is expected. 

Transition from GCSE to A-Level/BTEC 
• Bridging the Gap: We provide advice on transitioning to independent, self-directed learning 

expected at A-Level or BTEC courses. 
• Summer Preparation Work: Suggested summer reading lists and preparatory work help students 

get ready for their chosen subjects before the term begins. 

Study Support and Resources 
• Academic Support: We offer various academic support resources, including study skills workshops, 

one-on-one tutoring, and access to additional learning materials to enhance your educational 
experience. 

• Mentorship Programmes: Our mentoring and peer support systems help students transition into 
Sixth Form smoothly, providing guidance and assistance in navigating their studies. 

• Library and Research Facilities: Students have access to well-equipped study spaces and resources, 
including online journals. We also provide advice on using external libraries for research purposes. 

Assessment and Progress Tracking 
• Formative and Summative Assessments: Students will be assessed through various methods, 

including coursework, exams, and practical assessments, to monitor their progress. 
• Monitoring Progress: We provide termly reports and parent consultations to help students stay on 

track and receive regular feedback on their performance. 
• Target Setting and Reviews: Students will work with their tutors to set academic and personal 

targets, which are reviewed regularly to ensure ongoing improvement. 

Parental Involvement 
• Parental Support and Communication: We encourage parents to support their child's journey and 

keep them informed about progress, key dates, and events through regular communication. 
• Parents Evenings: To engage parents in this significant phase of their child's educational career, we 

hold parents' evenings for subject-specific feedback and regular updates on important events.  
Additionally, we organise information evenings focusing on the transition to Year 12 and UCAS 
guidance, ensuring parents have the necessary resources to support their children effective 
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Subject Curriculum Offer and Entry Requirements 
 

Subject Course Exam 
Board 

GCSE Entry requirements Who to talk to 

Biology A-Level AQA Grade 6-6 Combined Science or 6 in 
Biology, 6 in Maths  

Ms Thomas 

Business Studies A-Level Edexcel Grade 5 in Maths and English  Ms Jackson 

Chemistry A-Level AQA Grade 7-7 Combined Science or 6 in 
Chemistry. Grade 7 in Maths. 

Ms Thomas  

Computer Science A-Level OCR Grade 6 in Computer Science and 
Maths 

Mr Clark 

Economics  A-Level Edexcel A Grade 7 in Maths and 6 in English  Ms Jackson 

English Literature A-Level Edexcel Grade 6 in English Language and 
English Literature 

Ms Hopkins 

Film Studies A-Level Eduqas Grade 6 in English Literature Mr Boyce 

Fine Art  A-Level AQA Grade 6 in a Creative Arts GCSE  Ms Christopher 

French  A-Level AQA Grade 6 in French Ms Camara 

Further 
Mathematics  

A-Level Edexcel Grade 8 In Mathematics  Mr Jennings 

Geography A-Level Edexcel Grade 6 in Geography Mr Smith 

Graphics A-Level  AQA Grade 6 in a Creative Arts GCSE 
 

Ms Watts 

Health and Social 
Care  

BTEC Edexcel GCSE grade 4 in Maths and English 
 

Ms Adams 

History A-Level Edexcel B Grade 6 in History Ms Williams  

Mathematics A-Level Edexcel Grade 7 in Maths Mr Jennings 

Media Studies A-Level OCR Grade 6 in English Literature Mr Boyce 

Photography A-Level AQA Grade 5 in a Creative Arts subject Ms Watts 

Performing Arts BTEC 
Vocational  

Edexcel Grade 5 in Drama, Dance or L2 Merit 
in BTEC Performing Arts. 
 

Mx Figarazzi 

Physics A-Level AQA Grade 7-7 Combined Science or 7 in 
Physics. Grade 7 in Maths 

Mr Desai 

Politics  A-Level Edexcel Grade 5 in English  Ms Williams  

Psychology A-Level AQA Grade 5 in English, Grades 6-5 in 
double award science or two Grade 
5’s in triple  

Ms Lawson 

Sociology A-Level AQA Grade 5 in English Language Mr Behan 

Spanish  A-Level  Grade 6 in Spanish Ms Cullen 

Sports and 
Physical Activity  

BTEC 
Vocational  

Edexcel BTEC Sport L2 – merit and/ or GCSE 
grade 5 02in Maths and English 

Mr Hough 
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Careers Guidance and Post-18 Pathways 
 

At Orion Eden Park, we are committed to providing students with comprehensive careers guidance to help 
them navigate their future paths, whether they choose to pursue higher education, vocational training, or 
enter the workforce directly. We offer tailored support to ensure every student makes informed decisions 
about their next steps. 
 

University Applications 
We provide personalised support through Unifrog, our online platform, which helps students research 
universities, explore degree options, and write compelling personal statements. Our team will guide you 
through every stage of the university application process, from selecting courses to preparing for 
interviews. We also offer workshops on building strong personal statements that reflect your academic 
strengths, achievements, and aspirations. 
 

Careers Advisor 
To further support our students, we have a dedicated Careers Advisor available three days a week. This 
expert is here to provide personalised guidance, answer your questions, and help you explore your 
options. Whether you need advice on university applications, apprenticeship opportunities, or career 
planning, our Careers Advisor is a valuable resource to help you succeed. 
 

Apprenticeships and Vocational Training 
For those considering alternatives to university, we offer comprehensive advice on apprenticeships and 
higher-level vocational qualifications. Apprenticeships provide valuable work-based learning, allowing you 
to gain practical experience while earning a qualification. We’ll help you explore opportunities across a 
wide range of industries, giving you access to both national apprenticeship programs and local vocational 
training providers. 
 

Career Pathways 
Understanding how your A-Level or BTEC choices align with future career paths is crucial. Our careers team 
provides detailed guidance on the industries and job roles related to specific subjects. For example, 
studying sciences at A-Level may open doors to careers in healthcare, engineering, or research, while 
business-related subjects can lead to opportunities in finance, marketing, or entrepreneurship. This 
ensures you are well-prepared to pursue a career that matches your interests and skills. 
 

Work Experience 
We believe that practical experience is essential in preparing students for the future. Orion Eden Park 
offers support in securing work experience placements, allowing you to gain insight into professional 
environments. Within the final two weeks of Year 12 students take part in placements to provide hands-on 
experience in various industries and can enhance your CV or university applications. We encourage 
students to seek opportunities that align with their career ambitions, whether through our school 
partnerships or external programs.  
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Enrichment  
 

Enrichment is a key part of your Sixth Form experience at Orion Eden Park High School. Our enrichment 
programme is designed to help you develop essential skills that top universities and employers look for, 
giving you a competitive edge. 

 

Subject-Specific Enrichment 

Subject teachers offer various enrichment opportunities, including lectures, fieldwork, visiting lecturers, 
museum trips, and residentials. For example, our Geography students recently went on a residential trip to 
Iceland. We also host Raising Aspiration Discussions (RADs) that focus on careers in specific fields of 
interest. 

In addition, we expect students to seek their own enrichment opportunities in their chosen fields. We 
provide support for students applying for summer schools, internships, and work experience through 
partnerships with organisations such as the Sutton Trust and Pathway CTM. 

General Sixth Form Enrichment 

At Orion Eden Park High School, we offer a broad range of enrichment activities that prepare you for life 
beyond school. In a competitive job market, these experiences will help you stand out. Each student will 
participate in: 

• 50 minutes of timetabled enrichment on Wednesday afternoons, with options like sport, cooking, 
EPQ, DofE Gold.  

• Life Skills Sessions and PHSE: Each half term, we will cover one of the following themes, in 
alignment with the national curriculum. These sessions are designed to deliver practical, hands-on 
learning that equips students with essential skills for the future, while also supporting their 
personal growth and development. Through these activities, we aim to prepare students for the 
challenges of adulthood, higher education, and the professional world, building confidence and 
self-sufficiency. 
 

Term 1 Respectful Communities 
Term 2 Careers and Ambition 
Term 3 Healthy Relationships 
Term 4 Online Safety 
Term 5 Health and Wellbeing 
Term 6 Risk and Safety 
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Pastoral Care in the Sixth Form 
 

Wellbeing and Support Services 
• Counselling Services: Our counselling services offer mental health support to students facing 

personal challenges, ensuring a safe environment to discuss concerns. 
• Pastoral Care: Each student is assigned a designated tutor who provides pastoral support, assisting 

in both academic and personal development. 

Student Leadership 
• Leadership Opportunities: Students have the chance to take on leadership roles, such as prefects 

or student ambassadors, allowing them to develop valuable skills. 
• Volunteering and Community Engagement: We encourage students to participate in volunteering 

or social projects, which help develop interpersonal skills and strengthen their CVs. 

Sixth Form Life and Culture 
• School Values and Ethos: Our values and ethos shape the culture of Sixth Form life, emphasizing 

respect, responsibility, and resilience. 
• Student Expectations: Students are expected to uphold standards of behaviour, attendance, and 

punctuality, contributing to a mature learning environment. 

 

Form Time Offer 
 

At Orion Eden Park High School, our form time is designed to provide students with a well-rounded 
educational experience that goes beyond the traditional curriculum. Each day focuses on a different 
theme, fostering personal development and preparing students for life after school. 
 

• Monday - PPE (Philosophy, Politics, and Economics): This day is centred around critical thinking 
and discussion, allowing students to engage with fundamental questions and contemporary issues 
in society. 

• Tuesday - Living in the Wider World: This session encourages students to explore social issues, 
global citizenship, and community engagement, helping them understand their role in a diverse 
society. 

• Wednesday - Study Skills: Focused on enhancing academic performance, this time is dedicated to 
developing effective study techniques, time management, and organisational skills that support 
students in their learning journey. 

• Thursday - Careers: Students receive guidance on career planning, job search skills, and 
professional development. This includes workshops on CV writing, interview techniques, and 
exploring various career pathways. 

• Friday - Team Building: Aimed at enhancing collaboration and communication skills, these activities 
promote teamwork through interactive exercises and challenges that foster strong relationships 
among peers. 

 
Through this structured approach, we aim to equip students with the essential skills and knowledge 
necessary for their future endeavours, both academically and personally. 
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Dress Code 
 

• The overall effect of Sixth Form clothing should be one of smartness and appropriate to a 
conventional business context.   

• Suits must be plain e.g., dark grey, black or similar. 

• Blazers must be in school and worn to assembly. 

• Skirt must be no more than 3 inches above the knee.  

• Trousers must be tailored and full length. Leggings / jeggings / chinos / jeans / tracksuits / cropped 
or ‘seasonal fashion’ trousers are not allowed. 

• Collared shirts with a ties or blouses. Sleeved or short sleeves are permitted. 

• Jumpers/cardigans may be worn under blazers. They must not be sports related and no hooded 
tops are permitted. 

• If tights are worn these must be black or flesh tone only. 

• Plain flat or small heeled shoes. No trainers, sandals, uggs or crocs are permitted. 

• Own coat   

• Own bag 

• Lanyards and ID cards to be worn at all times around the school. 
 
Please note that students will be sent home if the sixth form dress code is not adhered to. 

 

Attendance 
 
Strong attendance is essential to success in the Sixth Form. Every lesson, study period, and enrichment 
opportunity contributes to the knowledge, skills, and habits that underpin high achievement at A Level and 
beyond. Students are expected to maintain excellent attendance of above 95%, as this demonstrates 
commitment, maturity, and readiness for the demands of post-16 study. 
 
Where attendance falls below expectations, student's will be placed on an attendance contract. Failure to 
meet the agreed targets will result in a review of a student’s place in the Sixth Form, and without 
improvement, a student’s place will be withdrawn in line with our Sixth Form agreement and admissions 
policy. 
 


