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Biology A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in GCSE Biology or 6-6 in Combined Science and a 6 in Maths. 
Exam Board: AQA 
Why study Biology? 
Biology is an exciting and engaging course that gives 
students the opportunity to problem solve, think 
critically and work successfully in groups.   
 
Whilst developing the above skills students gain a 
deeper understanding of the natural world across each 
of the domains of life from single cellular 
microorganisms to multicellular complex organisms 
including but not limited to plants and animals.  
 
The specification is deeply rooted in the real-world 
applications of biology allowing students to explore the 
industrial implications of crucial aspects of modern 
biology from advancements in medicine and the 
preservation of biodiversity. 
 
Topics Studied 
Students who study Biology at A level learn the 
fundamentals of the cell, biochemistry, genetics, 
ecology, physiology, pathology and much more  
 
Assessment Structure 
Students sit three exams to obtain their A-Level Biology 
qualification  
Paper 1 
What’s assessed – content from topics 1-4 
Written exam – 2 hours 
Worth – 35% of A-Level  
Paper 2 
What’s assessed – content from topics 5-8 
Written exam – 2 hours 
Worth – 35% of A-Level 
Paper 3 
Whats assessed – any content from topics 1-8 
Written exam – 2 hours 
Worth – 30% of A-Level 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course website 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-
level/biology-7401-7402 
 

University / Post 18  
Biology can take students on to study subjects at 
degree level such as agriculture, biochemistry, 
biomedical science, genetics, ecology, medicine, 
dentistry, neurology, physiology. Students who decide 
to study the A Level Biology course will also complete a 
variety of different practical activities which require 
students to be critical and precise. There is also a 
chance for students to embark on a fieldwork trip to 
fulfil an aspect of their practical endorsement. This will 
equip students with fundamental practical skills which 
will be implemented in biology centred degrees at 
university where students are likely to undertake 
exciting research projects. 
  
Career Progression 
Further education qualifications open many doors to 
exciting and meaningful careers that have significant 
impacts on individuals and the wider society. 
 

Some of the exciting career areas students could 
see themselves moving into include: 

• Medicine – doctors, nurses, surgeons, and 
pharmacists 

• Research – biomedical science, genetics 

• Agriculture – farming and ecosystem 
preservation 

• Sport and fitness – nutritionist, strength 
and conditioning, physiotherapy 

• Emergency services – forensic science and 
paramedicine 

 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Miss Thomas - Head of Science – 
CThomas@orionedenpark.org.uk  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402
mailto:CThomas@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Business Studies A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 5 in GCSE English Language and Maths. You do not need to have studied GCSE 
Business  
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 

Why study Business? 
Business is an exciting subject where we explore the 
world of business looking at the reason businesses 
exist, business ownership, shareholders, aims and 
objectives and then delve into the functional areas of 
the business including marketing, finance, human 
resources and operations. You will develop an 
understanding businesses key importance and how 
they are interconnected. Business will support you in 
becoming a strategic thinker as we explore business 
strategy, how businesses position themselves in the 
market, how they pursue strategies and how they 
manage strategic change. 
 
Topics Studied 
The Edexcel course is broken down into four themes. 
Theme 1 – Marketing and people 
Theme 2 – Managing business activities 
Theme 3 – Business decisions and strategy 
Theme 4 – Global decisions  
 
What can I expect? 
Lots of real-world examples are brought into the 
classroom to help you to connect with the theory. The 
focus of the course is helping you to become a good 
decision maker and be aware of how decisions can 
impact key business areas. Skills such as problem 
solving, numeracy, decision making, and evaluation are 
all integral parts of the course 
 
Assessment Structure 
Three exam papers at the end of Year 13 
Paper 1: Marketing, people, and global business 
Paper 2: Business actives, decisions, and strategy 
Paper 3: Investigating business in a competitive 
environment    
 
 
 
 
Course website 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A
%20Level/Business%20Studies/2015/specification-and-
sample-assessment-
materials/9781446914694_GCE2015_A_BUS_WEB.PDF 
 

Possible subject combinations 
Computer science, IT, Mathematics, Languages 
 
University / Post 18  
There is a vast array of business-related courses 
available at university, such as business management, 
marketing, human resources, operations, business law, 
finance, and accountancy. 
 
 
Career Progression 
The skills that you will develop in business are very 
transferable and valued in a wide range of careers. 
Whether you decide to start up your own business, 
study business at university or go down a different 
route, you will find things you learn throughout the 
course will support you. 
  
  
    
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mrs Jackson- Head of Business Studies and Economics 
AJackson@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Business%20Studies/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/9781446914694_GCE2015_A_BUS_WEB.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Business%20Studies/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/9781446914694_GCE2015_A_BUS_WEB.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Business%20Studies/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/9781446914694_GCE2015_A_BUS_WEB.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Business%20Studies/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/9781446914694_GCE2015_A_BUS_WEB.PDF
mailto:AJackson@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Chemistry A-Level 
Entry Requirement: 7-7 in Combined Science or Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry, Grade 6 in GCSE 
Mathematics 

Exam Board: AQA 
Why study Chemistry? 
The chemical industry is one of the most important 
industrial sectors in the UK. There is still a high demand 
for chemistry graduates to work in the major 
pharmaceutical and petroleum companies (research 
and development, formulation, sales, etc.). Many 
graduates are also employed as analytical chemists or 
forensic scientists or pharmacologists. A degree in 
Chemistry is also a basis for other careers including 
teaching, engineering and accountancy. 
 
Topics Studied 
Chemistry is concerned with the atomic and molecular 
structure of all types of matter, and progress is 
achieved by applying scientific methods to both 
theoretical and practical situations.  Chemistry stands in 
the centre of the sciences: it uses chemical, physical, 
biological and mathematical concepts in the 
development of the subject. 
 
Assessment Structure 
The course is organised into three teaching units: 
Inorganic, Physical and Organic Chemistry. Students sit 
three papers in Year 13. Paper 1 is combination of the 
Inorganic and Physical Chemistry questions; Paper two 
covers Physical and Organic Chemistry and Paper 3 is 
synoptic paper that includes the assessment of all three 
branches of Chemistry and the practical skills. 
 
 
 
Course website 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-
level/chemistry-7404-7405  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

University / Post 18  
Studying Chemistry enables students to study subjects 
at degree level such as Chemical Engineering, Analytical 
Chemistry, Colour Chemistry, Agriculture, Biochemistry, 
Biomedical Sciences, Genetics, Ecology, Medicine, 
Neuroscience, Forensic Chemistry, Dentistry, marine 
chemistry, Polymer Chemistry, Textile Chemistry, 
Physiology, Law and many more. Students who decide 
to study the A-Level Chemistry course will also 
complete a variety of different practical activities which 
require students to be critical and precise. There is also 
a chance for students to embark on a fieldwork trip to 
fulfil an aspect of their practical endorsement.   
  
Career Progression 
A-Level Chemistry is a brilliant course to take if you are 
wanting to develop a career in Science, or indeed, study 
it at Degree level. A-Level Chemistry can be studied 
alongside A-Level Psychology, A-Level Biology, A-Level 
Physics and A-Level Maths and Further Maths, 
especially if you have a keen interest in a career in 
engineering, scientific research and forensic sciences. 

• Pharmacology studies how drugs affect the 
body, their interactions, effectiveness, and 
addiction. 

• Nanotechnology combines science and 
technology to develop innovative solutions. 

• Toxicology examines how chemicals and 
substances impact health and the environment, 
linking to forensics and pharmaceuticals. 

• Environmental consultants assess projects for 
sustainability, renewable energy, and waste 
management. 

 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Miss Thomas - Head of Science 
CThomas@orionedenpark.org.uk  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/chemistry-7404-7405
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/chemistry-7404-7405
mailto:CThomas@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Computer Science A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in Computer Science if studied and Maths GCSE Grade 6 
Exam Board: OCR and Edexcel  
Why study Computer Science? 
Computing and computer technology are part of just 
about everything that touches our lives from the cars 
we drive and the movies we watch, to the ways 
businesses and governments deal with us. 
Understanding different dimensions of computing is 
part of the necessary skill set for an educated person in 
the 21st century. Every industry uses computers so 
naturally computer scientists can work in any. Problems 
in science, engineering, health care, and so many other 
areas can be solved by computers. A Level Computer 
Science helps you think about how technology is 
created. It allows you to understand how people work 
together with computers to develop world changing 
programmes and applications. You’ll develop the skills 
that universities and employers are looking for – and 
they’ll prove valuable for the rest of your life. 
 
Topics Studied 
• Fundamentals of Programming • Fundamentals of 
Data Structures • Fundamentals of Algorithms • Theory 
of computation • Fundamentals of Data Representation 
• Fundamentals of Computer Systems • Fundamentals 
of Computer Organisation and Architecture • 
Consequences of Uses of Computing • Fundamentals of 
Communication and Networking • Fundamentals of 
Databases • Big Data Fundamentals of Functional 
Programming • Systematic Approach to Problem 
Solving. 
 
Assessment Structure 
Paper 1 (40%) – this paper tests a student’s ability to 
program, as well as their theoretical knowledge of 
computer science from subject content.  
 
Paper 2 (40%) – this paper tests a student’s ability to 
answer questions from subject content.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Exam Assessment (20%) – the non-exam 
assessment assesses student’s ability to use the 
knowledge and skills gained through the course to solve 
or investigate a practical problem. Students will be 
expected to follow a systematic approach to problem 
solving. 
 
 
University / Post 18  
A-level Computer Science is naturally a strong subject 
to take if you wish to go on to do Computer Science at 
degree level, and although most computing-based 
degree courses don’t require Computer Science at A-
level there are several software engineering courses 
which do. There are also other degree courses such as 
Information Technology and Information Systems which 
will be served well by a Computer Science A- level.   
 
Career Progression 
After university, there are numerous interesting fields 
of study and professions that you can go in to. 
Computer Science will lead on to robotics, artificial 
intelligence, machine learning, cloud computing, big 
data processing, networking, ethical hacking, computer 
game development, home automation or even 
teaching. So much of the world uses computers 
nowadays that having a good understanding of how 
computers work and how to program them will set you 
up for success in many strands of life. 
 
Course website 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-
level/computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/   
 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mr E Clark- Head of Computer Science 

EClark@orionedenpark.org.uk 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/
mailto:EClark@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Economics A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 7 in GCSE Maths and a Grade 6 in GCSE English Language 

Exam Board: Edexcel A 
Why study Economics? 
Economics is a subject looking at how and why events 
happen in the real world, with a focus on students 
often working independently to develop their views 
and opinions. To be successful you need to have a 
business-like approach to your studies, attending 
lessons punctually and being motivated to organise 
your own work outside lessons. Most important of all 
you need to ensure you read around the subject and 
have a good knowledge of current affair. 
 
Topics Studied 
Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failure - 
How firms make decisions about what to produce, how 
consumers decide what to buy, issues such as pollution 
and congestion and the National Health Service.  
 
Theme 2: The UK economy. The policies which are used 
to overcome problems such as unemployment, and 
inflation. 
 
Theme 3: Business behaviour and the labour market.  
How firms decide upon how much to produce and what 
price to sell at, how different industry structures work, 
and how the government intervenes in industry.  
 
Theme 4: A Global perspective. How countries trade 
with each other and the policies governments use to 
manage the effects of international trade on their 
economy. 
  
 Assessment Structure 
Three exam papers at the end of year 13 
Paper 1: Markets and business behaviour 
Paper 2: The national and global economy 
Paper 3: Microeconomics and macroeconomic 
 
Course website 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A
%20Level/Economics/2015/specification-and-sample-
assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf 
 

University / Post 18  
You may choose to pursue a career in a directly related 
field such as banking or finance. The A-level course in 
Economics will stand you in good stead by giving you an 
insight and understanding of the economic forces that 
influence your day-to-day activities. Alternatively, you 
may decide to follow a career path, which is not directly 
related to your course of study. The analytical and 
evaluation skills that you will have developed will be 
useful whatever path you choose in the future, as they 
are highly valued skills by many employers. Or you may 
choose to continue studying at University a degree 
related to economics or business. 
 
  
Career Progression 
This course could lead to a career in some of the 
following areas; Accountancy, Banking, Brokering, 
Business Consultancy, Finance, Politics, Risk and 
Portfolio Management for international blue-chip 
companies, government departments and independent 
entrepreneurs. 
  

 
  
  
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mrs Jackson- Head of Business Studies and Economics 
AJackson@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf
mailto:AJackson@orionedenpark.org.uk
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English literature A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in GCSE English Literature or English Language 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
Why study English Literature? 
The study of English Literature at A Level helps you 
to develop a range of subject specific, as well as 
transferable, skills by encouraging in-depth, critical and 
contextual thinking in response to a range of literary 
works. If you are a keen reader and show an 
enthusiasm for a variety of texts from different eras, 
then English Literature is a great choice for you. Equally, 
if you enjoy analysing texts in detail and debating your 
views then you could be well-suited to a course like 
this, during which you will be required to think critically 
and express your opinions eloquently. 
 

Aside from reading, English Literature also promotes 
authorship so keen writers would do well studying the 
subject to learn more about literary styles, the use of 
narration and voices in writing as well as the general 
make-up and development of the English language 
throughout history. 

English Literature is a wonderfully creative and critically 
analytical subject, which traverses movements, eras 
and writers in its scope. It requires a keen, academic 
mind, one intellectually open to the big ideas of life and 
humanity and how writers shape their ideas.  
 
Topics Studied 
Under the broad focus of ‘Gender and Society’, 
students will be required to study and compare two 
novels; analyse poems, all emerging from distinct 
genres and spanning across many centuries, eras and 
literary movements. With this comprehensive 
exploration of characters and themes will come the 
awareness of how traditions and culture have shaped 
literature over the years. You will also study two plays, 
one modern and one written by Shakespeare. 
You will be expected to read not only the prescribed 
texts but also to read around these texts, including 
critical responses.  

Assessment Structure 
Unit 1: Drama – pre and post 1900 – assessed by 
examination in Year 13 
 
Unit 2: Prose comparison – assessed by examination in 
Year 13 
 
Unit 3: Poetry – a selection of modern poetry and 
poems from the Romantic movement – assessed by 
examination in Year 13 
 
Coursework – 2500 - 3000-word comparative essay on 
two texts not examined on the course. Start to study 
and write this in Year 12, submit it in Year 13. 
 
University / Post 18  
A degree course in English Literature is a common 
follow-on from the A Level qualification, but this is not 
your only option as an English Literature student. The 
subject can lead students on to a variety of degree-level 
subjects such as journalism, publishing, editing, 
teaching, not to mention opening up doors for those 
seeking a career in alternative, but connected, 
industries such as media, illustration and politics. 
However, due to the nature and rigour of academic 
analysis and debate relating to the human condition, 
morals and ethics, it is also welcome in degrees in the 
sciences, medicine and law. 
 
Who to contact to ask more questions: 
Ms Hopkins – Head of English 
khopkins@orionedenpark.org.uk  
 
Course Website 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ed
excel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.html 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:khopkins@orionedenpark.org.uk
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.html


Orion Eden Park- Course Guide 2026-27 
 

   
 

French A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in GCSE French 

Exam Board: AQA 
Why study French? 
Learning another language is a versatile skill that will 
develop your linguistic knowledge and enrich the 
appreciation of the nature and diversity of different 
cultures and people. Living in a multicultural global 
society means that linguistic skills are increasingly 
valued and will give you an endless range of career 
possibilities. You should expect to discuss a range of 
topics and use a range of skills in and out of the 
classroom. A programme of school visits will be 
available to further enrich and contextualise the in-class 
learning.   
 
Topics Studied 
The course is divided into the following 4 main areas of 
study:  
1- Social issues and trends in French speaking 

countries 
2- Political and artistic culture in French Speaking 

countries 
3- Grammar 
4- Literary texts and films 
 
The A level in languages is a varied course that aims to 
develop your linguistic skills in the language through 
studying a variety of topics that are relevant to the 
target language countries. These include social issues 
and trends, political and artistic culture, film studies 
and literature. For the film study component, we will be 
studying either “L’auberge espagnole” or “Entre les 
murs” and for the literature component we will be 
studying “Kiffe Kiffe Demain” by Faïza Guène. You will 
also be required to undertake an individual research 
project on a topic of your choice.  
 
Assessment Structure 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing 
Paper 2: Writing 
Paper 3: Speaking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

University / Post 18  
A-Level languages is a great course as it develops skills 
that are transferrable. In the future, you could choose 
to do a joint honours degree at university. Amongst the 
most popular combination subjects are another 
language, English, Politics, History, Business and Law.  
 
Also, many universities will offer a programme of study 
abroad when you study a language.  
  
Career Progression 
Having another language will be a big asset regardless 
of what career path you wish to pursue. However, 
some of the most popular industries that linguist enter 
are: hospitality & tourism, publishing & the media, 
education, recruitment & HR, law, advertising & 
marketing & business.  
  
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Ms Camara – Head of French 
SCamara@orionedenpark.org.uk  
 
Course website 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-
level/french-7652/specification-at-a-glance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:SCamara@orionedenpark.org.uk
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652/specification-at-a-glance
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Film Studies A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in GCSE English Literature and Language 

Exam Board: Eduqas 
Why study Film? 
The Eduqas specification is designed to introduce A 
level learners to a wide variety of films in order to 
broaden their knowledge and understanding of film and 
the range of responses films can generate. This 
specification therefore offers opportunities to study 
mainstream American films from the past and the 
present as well as a range of recent and contemporary 
British films, American independent films and global 
films, both non-English language and English language. 
The historical range of film represented in those films is 
extended by the study of silent film and significant film 
movements so that learners can gain a sense of the 
development of film from its early years to its still 
emerging digital future.  
 

Production work is a crucial part of this specification 
and is integral to learners' study of film. Studying a 
diverse range of films from several different contexts is 
designed to give learners the opportunity to apply their 
knowledge and understanding of how films are 
constructed to their own filmmaking and screenwriting. 
This is intended to enable learners to create high 
quality film and screenplay work as well as provide an 
informed filmmaker's perspective on their own study of 
film. 

 

Topics Studied 
Learners will study eleven films in total in relation to 
the following core study areas: 

· Area 1- The key elements of film form: 
cinematography, mise-en-scène, editing, sound and 
performance 

· Area 2- Meaning and response: how film functions 
as both a medium of representation and as an 
aesthetic medium 

· Area 3- The contexts of film: social, cultural, 
political, historical and institutional, including 
production. 

· Area 4, Spectatorship. Area 5, Narrative. Area 6, 
Ideology. Area 7, Auteur. Area 8, Critical debates. Area 
9, Filmmakers' theories. 

 

Assessment Structure 
Two exams, each worth 35% of the total A Level. 
One coursework project – Creating a Short Film – worth 
30% of the total A Level. 
 
Course website 
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies-
as-a-level/#tab_keydocuments  
 
University / Post 18  
There are a plethora of possibilities for students of A 
Level Film Studies! This subject is highly diverse and not 
only develops a cultural capital, that universities value, 
you will also develop strong analytical skills through 
your close study of a range of texts. Universities often 
see Film Studies as a supporting subject for courses that 
involve a large amount of textual analysis, such as 
English or History. Often, departments of humanities 
and creative arts will include Film Studies, with some 
Literature courses directly dealing with films in their 
content. 
  
Career Progression 
If you want a career in Media, in the Creative Arts, and 
even teaching, this subject delivers the skills to make 
you a well-rounded and ideal candidate. For any career 
in film production, this is a great opportunity to start off 
your show-reel, the equivalent of a producer’s CV. 
 
 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mr W Boyce - Head of Film Studies 
wboyce@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies-as-a-level/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies-as-a-level/#tab_keydocuments
mailto:wboyce@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Fine Art A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 or above in any Creative Arts subject.  
Exam Board: AQA 
Why study Art, Craft & Design 
A level Art, Craft & Design allows you to work in 
multiple disciplines, gathering a range of skills and 
techniques to inform your own practice. The course is 
designed to stretch your creative talents and develop 
your technical abilities and it encourages and supports 
students to develop a strong visual language that they 
can use to express their own thoughts and ideas. It is 
the perfect course for those looking harness their skills 
or seek a career in the creative industries. The Art, Craft 
and Design course will mainly focus on Textile Design, 
Graphic Communication with additional elements of 
Fine Art & Photography.  
 
Topics Studied 

· Graphic communication: communication 
graphics, design for print, advertising and 
branding, illustration, package design, 
typography, interactive design, (including web, 
app and game), multi-media, motion graphics, 
signage and exhibition graphics. 

· Textile design: art textiles, fashion design and 
illustration, costume design, constructed 
textiles, printed, and dyed textiles, surface 
pattern, stitched and/or embellished textiles, 
soft furnishings and/or textiles for interiors, 
digital textiles and installed textiles. 

· Fine art/Photography: drawing lens-/light-
based media, photography and the moving 
image, printmaking and mixed media.  

·  

Assessment Structure 

Component 1 (Coursework Unit): 60% of final grade. 
This consists of a sketchbook of preparatory work, 
additional separate pieces, a final outcome & 
evaluations with no time limit. This unit is supported by 
a personal investigation essay of up to 3,000 words.  

Component 2 Externally Set Task (Exam Unit): 40% of 
final grade. This includes a sketchbook of preparatory 
work, additional separate pieces, a final outcome 
produced during a 15-hour exam, with evaluations and 
critical analysis. 

 

University / Post 18  
In order to prepare for university life, students can 
either opt to apply directly for a degree course, or if 
they are unsure of the field in which they would like to 
work and need further opportunities for investigation, 
most students undertake a one-year foundation course 
in Art & Design. The course will prepare students with a 
portfolio of work, which they can then use to apply for 
a degree of their choice. Students will receive advice in 
choosing an appropriate course, preparing their 
personal statement, portfolio presentation and 
interview coaching. The A-Level course will provide 
students with a solid foundation of the skills required to 
start a foundation course or degree.  
 
Career Progression 
The creative industries make up 2.3 million of the jobs 
in the UK. This means there are many different careers 
you can have in Art , Craft and Design such as:  

· ART: Illustrator / Teacher / Freelance Artist / 
Curator / Graphic Illustrator / Photographer / 
Photojournalist / Art Therapist / Art Technician 
/ Auctioneer / Tattoo Artist / Courtroom Artist / 
Printmaker 

· CRAFT: Fashion / Theatre Design / Textile 
Design / Jewellery Design / Glass Maker / 
Ceramicist / Casting Technician / Prop Maker / 
Blacksmith / Sculptor / Book Binder 

· DESIGN: Graphic Design / Product Design / 
Industrial Design / Advertising / Architecture / 
Web Designer / Interior Design / Film & TV / 
Animation / Landscape Architect Video Game 
Designer 

  
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Miss Watts – Head of Creative Arts Faculty- 
LWatts@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 
Course website 
AQA | Art and Design | Subject content | Art, Craft and 
design 

mailto:LWatts@orionedenpark.org.uk
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subject-content/art,-craft-and-design
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subject-content/art,-craft-and-design
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Geography A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in GCSE Geography 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Why study Geography? 
Studying Geography encourages you to develop your 
knowledge and understanding through critically 
engaging with real world issues and places.  You will 
apply your geographic skills, knowledge and theory to 
the world around you on a local and global scale. 
Geography A-Level not only covers incredibly engaging 
content but also gives you the chance to keep your 
options open as it covers both arts and science 
components, so if you are unsure of your career path it 
could be a great choice for you.  
 
Topics Studied 
Year 12 – Physical Geography 
Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards.   
Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change.   
Year 12 – Human Geography 
Topic 3: Globalisation   
Topic 4: Shaping Places 
 
Year 13 – Physical Geography 
Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 
Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 
Year 13 – Human Geography 
Topic 7: Superpowers   
Topic 8: Global Development and Connections 
 
Assessment Structure 
Geography A Level is assessed with three summative 
exams to be taken at the end of the two-year course.  
Fieldwork is an important element of the geography 
course, and you will visit both human and physical 
environments. You will also undertake an independent 
investigation which accounts for 20% of your total 
grade and gives you essential research and extended 
writing skills you need at university.    
 
Course website 

Edexcel A level Geography (2016) | Pearson 
qualifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

University / Post 18  
Statistics continuously show that Geography graduates 
are highly employable, working across a range of 
industries. Geography can lead to higher education 
including the obvious route of a degree in Geography, 
Geology or Earth Sciences.  It also compliments careers 
in the world of business, economics, law, human rights 
or international development and is a sought-after 
subject on all these degree courses.  
 
Career Progression 
A-Level Geography provides you with a set of 
transferable skills that employers value highly. Building 
arguments requires a high level of skill in written 
English and with a focus on statistical testing in 
fieldwork you will also be able to evidence your 
mathematical skills. The use of Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) develops ICT confidence. Researching, 
presenting, referencing and reasoning skills will also be 
developed throughout the two-year course. 
 
Geography is a subject which provides lots of 
opportunities for future progression. For example, it is 
an obvious choice for careers in sustainability and green 
issues, urban regeneration, energy supply, retail 
location, managing the effects of hazards and climate 
change. For careers in the world of business, an 
understanding of global economics forms an important 
part of geography.  
 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mr. S Smith- Head of Geography- 

StSmith@orionedenpark.org.uk  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
mailto:StSmith@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Graphics A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 5 in GCSE Graphic Communication, Photography or Media Studies Exam 

Board: AQA 
Why study Graphics? 
Graphic Communication is all about visual problem-
solving and creative expression. This course gives you 
the freedom to communicate ideas and messages with 
confidence, using both traditional techniques and 
cutting-edge digital tools. You’ll learn how design 
influences the way we see and interact with the world, 
and develop the skills to create work that is both 
visually striking and purposeful. 
 
Studying Graphic Communication will encourage you to 
think beyond what you already know, challenge 
conventions, and discover innovative ways to engage 
an audience. You’ll explore a wide range of designers, 
movements, and styles, gaining inspiration while 
developing your own distinctive approach, finding out 
who you are as a visual communicator. 
 
Topics Studied 
Advertising and Branding 
Packaging Design 
Poster Design 
Illustration for Books or Magazines 
Web and App Design 
Motion Graphics 

Component 1 (Coursework Unit): 60% of final grade 
This consists of a sketchbook of preparatory work, 
additional separate pieces, a final outcome & 
evaluations with no time limit. This unit is supported by 
a personal investigation essay consisting of 1,000 to 
3,000 words. 

This prepares students for the rigour of completing a 
dissertation required in any further or higher education 
setting. 

Component 2 Externally Set Task (Exam Unit): 40% of 
final grade This includes a sketchbook of preparatory 
work, additional separate pieces, a final outcome 
produced during a 15-hour exam, with evaluations and 
critical analysis. 

Course website 
A-level Art and Design 7203 | Specification | AQA 
 
 

University / Post 18  
Studying A Level Graphic Communication provides an 
excellent foundation for progression into higher 
education and creative careers.  
 
Many students choose to apply directly for a Degree 
course, while others opt for a one-year Foundation 
Course in Art & Design if they want more time to 
explore different fields and refine their interests. 
 
A Foundation course helps students build a 
comprehensive portfolio, which is essential for applying 
to a degree of their choice. During your A Level studies, 
you’ll receive guidance on selecting the right course, 
writing a strong personal statement and preparing your 
portfolio presentation. 
 
The A Level Graphic Communication course equips you 
with a solid foundation of creative and technical skills, 
preparing you for success in both Foundation and 
Degree-level study or apprenticeships and entry level 
jobs in the creative industries. 
 
Career Progression 
 
The creative industries make up 2.3 million of the jobs in 
the UK. This means there are many different careers you 
can have in Photography such as:  
 

• Illustrator 

• Freelance Artist  

• Graphic Illustrator 

• Photographer 

• Digital Marketing 

• Branding 
 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Ms Watts – Head of Creative Arts 

lwatts@orionedenpark.org.uk 

 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/a-level/art-and-design-7203/specification
mailto:lwatts@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Health and Social Care BTEC Vocational 
Entry Requirement: Grade 4 Maths and English 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
  
Why study Health and Social Care? 
Studying Health and Social Care at 6th form in a 
BTEC vocational course is a great choice if you’re 
interested in a practical, career-focused path that 
directly links to real-world roles. The course helps 
you develop essential knowledge about human 
development, health needs, safeguarding, and 
effective communication—skills that are valuable 
in a wide range of professions such as nursing, 
midwifery, social work, childcare, and community 
support. Because it’s vocational, you’ll complete 
hands-on assignments and may gain experience 
through placements, allowing you to build 
confidence and understand what the sector is 
really like. It’s an ideal option if you want a 
supportive, applied route into further study or a 
meaningful, people-focused career. 
  
Topics Studied 
Learners taking this qualification will study eight 
mandatory units:  
• Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social 
Care  
• Human Lifespan Development  
• Working in Health and Social Care  
• Meeting Individual Care And Support Needs  
• Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social 
Care  
• Enquiries into Current Research in Health and 
Social Care  
• Promoting Public Health  
• Work Experience in Health and Social Care.  
  
To develop a better understanding of the demands 
of the sector to demonstrate their commitment 
and interest in the sector when applying for 
further study, learners are required to undertake a 
minimum of 100 hours’ of work experience as part 
of the course and for learners. Learners are able to 
select five optional units from their chosen 
pathway.   

University / Post 18  
All BTEC Nationals provide transferable knowledge 
and skills that prepare learners for progression to 
university. The transferable skills that universities 
value include:  
• the ability to learn independently  
• the ability to research actively and methodically 
• being able to give presentations and being active 
group members.  
  
Career Progression 
Learners gain knowledge of human development, 
health practices, and communication, which can 
lead to university degrees in nursing, midwifery, 
social work, psychology, or allied health 
professions, as well as apprenticeships in 
healthcare support or childcare. Many students 
progress into roles such as healthcare assistants, 
youth workers, or social care practitioners, with 
opportunities to advance into specialist careers like 
occupational therapy or clinical psychology 
through further study. This route is especially 
valuable for those who prefer coursework-based 
assessment and want a balance of theory and 
hands-on experience, ultimately opening doors to 
a wide range of rewarding and people-focused 
careers. 
  
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Miss Adams – PE Teacher/DofE Manager 
Radams@orionedenpark.org.uk  
 

 

mailto:Radams@orionedenpark.org.uk
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History A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in GCSE History 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Why study History? 
Studying history allows up to develop more complex 
interpretations of the past. We often deal with crucial 
and important debates that shape the world that we 
live in today. At Eden Park we aim to develop a curiosity 
surrounding the past both within and outside of the 
classroom.  
 
Topics Studied 
There are a variety of exams within history A-Level. 
Below you can see the options that we take at Eden 
Park. I would recommend you spending some time 
researching these and considering if they interest you. 
In each exam you will be expected to use both essay 
writing skills, source analysis and explorations of 
interpretations. In addition to this there is a course 
work element to the course that allows you to further 
explore an area of history in greater depth spending 
your time reading, researching, and writing. We will 
provide you will all the resources, reading and guided 
support that you will need along the way.  
 
Paper 1: Breadth study with interpretations (30% of 
total qualification) 
- Germany and West Germany, 1918-89 
Written examination lasting 2 hours 15 minutes (60 
Marks) 
Paper 2: Depth Study (20% of total qualification) 
- Spain 1930-78: Republicanism, Francois, and the re-
establishment of democracy. 
Written examination lasting 1 hours 30 minutes (40 
Marks) 
Paper 3: Themes in breadth with aspects in depth 
(30% of total qualification) 
- Ireland and the Union, c1774-1923. 
Written examination lasting 2 hours 15 minutes (60 
Marks) 
 
 

Coursework 
This assignment will assess the ability to carry out a 
historical enquiry, analysing and 
evaluating historical interpretations and organising and 
communicating the findings. (20% 
of the total qualification) 
 
University / Post 18  
At university subjects such as History, Politics, Law, 
History of Art, and International Relations could be 
studied. The course also gives a variety of transferable 
skills that could be applied to other pathways.  
 
Career Progression 

History is a subject that provides students with a 
wide variety of transferable skills that can used for 
a variety of careers and pathways. Some of the 
career paths available can be seen below but there 
are of course many more.  

- Teaching in Schools 
- Museums and Galleries 
- Historic Houses, Heritage Sites and 

Organisations 
- Record Offices, Archives, Libraries and 

Universities 
- Archaeology and Architecture, 

Conservation and Horticulture 
- National and Local Government, the Civil 

Service, and the Diplomatic Service 
- The Media and journalism 
- Law 
- The Police and Armed Forces 

 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Ms Williams- Head of History and Politics 
Iwilliams@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:Iwilliams@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Maths A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
Why study Maths? 
Maths at GCSE gives you the skills that will help with 
the basic Maths that is in day-to-day adult life. 
However, A Level Maths will give you the knowledge 
and confidence to apply your skills when making 
decisions about choosing the most cost-effective 
mortgage, managing your own budgets including paying 
off student loans, investing your money etc. 
 
Maths at any level of study involves problem solving, 
logical and analytical thinking and allows you to 
understand the wider world and A Level is where your 
study of applied Maths begins.  Studies have shown 
that having a good Maths A Level qualification leads to, 
on average, an added 11% to earnings by the time you 
reach your mid-30s across career paths.    
 
Topics Studied 
Maths at A Level is split between Pure Maths (2/3 of 
the course) and Applied Maths (1/3 of the course). Pure 
Maths builds on students’ knowledge from GCSE in 
areas including functions, proof, graphs, sequences, 
trigonometry and vectors and introduces new areas 
such as calculus, numerical methods and logarithms. 
Applied Maths, again, builds on GCSE knowledge of 
statistical sampling, representing and interpreting data 
and probability whilst introducing new skills analysing 
statistical distributions and hypothesis testing.  
 
  
Course website 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ed
excel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html#%2Ftab-
AlevelMathematics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Structure 
For A Level Maths, all content is examined in 3 exam 
papers at the end of the two-year course. 

- Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1  
- Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2  
- Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics  

For Paper 3, Section A focuses on Statistics content and 
Section B is Mechanics.  
 
All papers are 2 hour written examinations, out of 100 
marks, worth 33.33% of the qualification.  
Calculators can be used in all assessments.  
 
University / Post 18  
Studying Maths at A Level could lead to further studies 
in STEM subjects at degree level. Universities look for 
students who study Maths along with one or more 
science subject when considering applications for 
science-based degrees of medicine. Maths is also a 
preferred subject for students wishing to study 
Business/Economics degree courses.  
 
Career Progression 
Studying Maths at A Level can lead to careers in 
engineering, computer science, medicine etc or further 
afield such as economics, business, architecture. 
Studying Maths along with a science subject and a 
humanities subject can also lead to pathways for 
courses or jobs in the arts and humanities as employers 
will look for candidates with a range of skills. Even areas 
that might seem unrelated such as law, geography and 
psychology among others will require the transferable 
skills that an A Level Maths student will acquire. 
  
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mr Jennings – Head of Maths 
jjennings@orionedenpark.org.uk  
 
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html#%2Ftab-AlevelMathematics
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html#%2Ftab-AlevelMathematics
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html#%2Ftab-AlevelMathematics
mailto:jjennings@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Further Maths A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 8 in GCSE Mathematics 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Why study Further Maths? 
Further Maths will compliment your studies in A Level 
Maths and this is ideal for students with passion for 
problem solving and figuring out how things work. 
Studying Further Maths generally improves a student’s 
performance and grade in other subjects such as A 
Level Maths and also A Level Physics. There is a lot of 
overlap between the more advanced mechanics in 
Further Maths and Physics so studying one can help 
your understanding in the other.    
 
A Level Further Maths is a step up in difficulty from A 
Level Maths and is considered as one of the most 
challenging A Level subjects. A genuine interest and 
curiosity about the subject will help students engage 
with new topics that they may never have come across 
before. Students who choose Further Maths must also 
choose A Level Maths as Further Maths includes and 
requires content from the latter. Further Maths 
stretches and challenges even the most mathematically 
minded individuals.  
 
Topics Studied 
Topics include mechanics, algorithms, and matrices. 
Students will extend their knowledge and learn skills 
that will help them in various other STEM subjects. The 
course is split into 50% Core Pure Maths and 50% 
Applied Maths which will build on the Statistics and 
Mechanics content covered in A Level Maths.   
 
Assessment Structure 
For A Level Further Maths, all content is examined in 4 
exam papers at the end of the two-year course. 

- Paper 1: Core Pure Mathematics 1  
- Paper 2: Core Pure Mathematics 2  
- Paper 3: Further Statistics 1 
- Paper 4: Further Mechanics 1   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All papers are 1 hour 30 minutes written examinations, 
out of 75 marks, worth 25% of the qualification.  
Calculators can be used in all assessments. 
 
University / Post 18  
Further Maths is also considered to be one of the most 
challenging A Levels so universities often prioritise 
candidates with this qualification for a range of degree 
courses. Some top universities (including Oxford and 
Cambridge) require Further Maths at A Level when 
considering students applying for certain courses such 
as Maths, Computer Science, Physics, Engineering. 
There is often overlap in their first-year modules so 
students will be expected to start their degree course 
with a particular level of skill that will be applied rather 
than teaching it from scratch, such as using matrices in 
further calculations. 
 
Career Progression 
Companies employ mathematicians to run algorithms 
that will maximise their employee working hours to be 
most cost effective, decide how a company’s resources 
should be allocated or calculate risk in transactions. 
Careers in accounting, finance, insurance (actuarial 
roles), any type of engineer and many more will be 
open to students who study Maths and Further Maths 
at A Level.    
 
For course website click here 
  
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mr Jennings – Head of Maths 
jjennings@orionedenpark.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html#%2Ftab-AlevelFurtherMathematics
mailto:jjennings@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Media Studies A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in GCSE English Literature 
Exam Board: OCR 
Why study Media for A Level? 
Studying Media for A Level will equip you with a broad 
and deep knowledge of the Media industry. You will 
develop detailed understanding of Media audiences 
and how such audiences are represented by the 
example of Media they are consuming. You will come to 
understand how Media is changing and adapting in an 
increasingly online world and what this means for 
traditional Media products such as newspapers and 
magazines. 
 
Topics Studied 
Year 12:  
Component One: Section A: News and Online Media 
This section consists of two linked in-depth studies that 
focus on contemporary news in the UK, requiring 
learners to explore how and why newspapers and their 
online counterparts are evolving as media products and 
the relationship between both online and offline news. 
Learners must select from a list set by OCR. 
Section B: Media Language & Representation 
Learners will explore media language and 
representation, through media products set by OCR in 
the following media 
forms: magazines; advertising and marketing; music 
videos. 
 
Year 13:  
Component Three: Coursework & Component Two: 
Section A: Media Industries & Audiences 
Learners will explore media industries and audiences, 
through media products set by OCR for: radio; video 
games; film. 
Section B: Long Form Television Drama 
Learners will engage in one in-depth study of television 
as an evolving, global media form. Learners must study 
one complete episode of a contemporary English 
language long form TV drama. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Structure: Exam Board: OCR 
A Level Media Studies is split into three components; 
these are as follows: 

· Component One: (35% of A Level, written 
exam) 

· Component Two: (35% & of A Level) 
· Component Three: (30% of A Level) 
· Coursework Project 

 
University / Post 18  
There are a number of Post-18 organisations that 
specialise in Media Studies and similar courses such as 
Media Production, Journalism or Film Studies. Almost 
every university in the UK offers some variation of 
Media in a higher education setting. The Media 
Industry is constantly expanding, with more expertise 
required in different areas. Advertising, social media, 
film, music and television production employ hundreds 
of thousands of people in the UK alone, with radio and 
print media such as magazines still popular despite a 
perceived demise in popularity. 
 
Career Progression 
You will develop a wide range of transferable skills 
during the A Level Media Studies course. These can 
contribute to careers in the following areas: 

• Director 
• Sound engineering 
• Prop or costume design 
• Scriptwriting 
• Producer 
• Journalist 
• Cameraperson 
• Social Media influencer 
• YouTube commentator 

 
Course website 
AS and A Level - Media Studies - H009, H409 - OCR 
 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mr W Boyce - Head of Film Studies 
wboyce@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/media-studies-h009-h409-from-2023/
mailto:wboyce@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Music Performance BTEC Vocational 

Entry Requirement: Grade 5 in GCSE Music/Merit in BTEC Performing Arts OR Grade 5 in English 

Literature 

Exam Board: Pearson 

Why study Music Performance BTEC Vocational? 
The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Music 
Performance aims to engage students by fostering 
creativity and practical musicianship that reflects 
contemporary music industry practices. The course 
focuses on developing students’ performance abilities 
within music through hands-on experience, live 
performance opportunities, and collaborative projects. 
Students will build essential skills such as teamwork, 
communication, and critical reflection, supporting their 
progression to further study in music or related fields, as 
well as enhancing their readiness for employment within 
the creative industries. 
 
Topics Studied 
Students who study the BTEC Level 3 National Extended 

Certificate in Music Performance will engage in a range 

of practical and theoretical areas designed to develop 

well-rounded musicianship. Key topics include Practical 

Music Theory, which strengthens their understanding of 

the language of music; Professional Practice in the Music 

Industry, preparing students for the realities of a music 

career; and Ensemble Music Performance, where they 

collaborate and perform with others. The course also 

focuses on Composing, encouraging creativity through 

original music creation, Music Performance Session 

Styles, which covers diverse genres and styles relevant 

to live and studio settings, and Improvising Music, 

helping students develop spontaneity and musical 

expression.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Structure:  

• Practical Music Theory  

• Professional Practice in the Music Industry 

Ensemble Music Performance 

• Composing  

• Music Performance Session Styles  

• Improvising Music 

 

University / Post 18  

The study of the BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Music Performance helps students develop 
a wide range of practical and creative skills. Throughout 
the course, students enhance their abilities in musical 
technique, creative expression, ensemble work, 
performance, analysis, and project planning. This 
qualification supports progression to higher education in 
music or related fields, as well as providing valuable skills 
for direct entry into the music industry and other 
creative or public-facing career paths. 

Career Progression 

Examples of related career roles that students may 
pursue after completing this course include Musician, 
Composer, Music Producer, Sound Engineer, Music 
Teacher, Arts Administrator, Music Therapist, and Live 
Event Technician.  

Course website 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/B

TEC-

Nationals/Music/2017/Specification/9781446928110-

btec-nat-extcert-music-spec-prepubfinal.pdf 

Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mx C Figarazzi – Head of Performing Arts 

cfigarazzi@orionedenpark.org.uk  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Music/2017/Specification/9781446928110-btec-nat-extcert-music-spec-prepubfinal.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Music/2017/Specification/9781446928110-btec-nat-extcert-music-spec-prepubfinal.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Music/2017/Specification/9781446928110-btec-nat-extcert-music-spec-prepubfinal.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Music/2017/Specification/9781446928110-btec-nat-extcert-music-spec-prepubfinal.pdf
mailto:cfigarazzi@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Performing Arts BTEC Vocational 

Entry Requirement: Grade 5 in English, Drama, Dance or L2 Merit in BTEC Performing 

Arts. Exam Board: Pearson 

Why study Performing Arts BTEC Vocational? 

Studying Performing Arts BTEC will enable you to 

develop real industry skills, where you can gain hands-

on experience in acting, dance, and performance that 

reflects real-world professional practice. This 

qualification allows you to learn through creative and 

practical workshops, rehearsals, and performances 

rather than purely written exams. Throughout the 

course you are given the opportunity to work as part of 

a creative team to further develop your 

communication, discipline, and self-expression. 

Alongside this you are able to choose your own 

modules to specialise in your area of interest making 

the qualification personal to you.  

 Topics Studied 

Acting & Dance: (3 Mandatory Units)  

Unit 1: Investigating Practitioners   

Unit 2: Developing Technique For Live Performance  

Unit 3: Group Performance Workshop  

Acting (1 Optional Unit): 

Dance (1 Optional Units):  

 

 Assessment Structure 

 Unit 1 – Externally Assessed  

Unit 2 – Internally Assessed 

Unit 3 – Externally Assessed 

 All Optional Units – Internally Assessed 

 

 

 

University / Post 18  
The Performing Arts BTEC is equivalent to 1 A Level and 

is widely accepted at universities and performing arts 

schools across the country. Studying Performing Arts 

can lead you to continue further studies in the same 

area at university such as Acting, Dance, Performing 

Arts, Dance Performance, Dance & Choreography and 

Applied Theatre. However, it can also lead to you 

studying other creative degrees such as Film Studies, 

Media Production, Broadcasting, Arts/Events 

Management or Music Performance.  

Career Progression 
The Performing Arts BTEC will prov1ide you will 

valuable transferable skills and will support with 

helping you to pursue pathways in exciting careers such 

as:  

• Professional Actor 

• Professional Dancer 

• Community Theatre Performer 

• Choreographer 

• Director 

• Movement Director 

• Drama Therapist 

• Stage Crew Member 

 
Course website 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/B

TEC-Nationals/Performing-Arts/2016/specification-and-

sample-assessments/9781446938362-btec-nat-extcert-

pa-spec-iss2c.pdf 

 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mx C Figarazzi – Head of Performing Arts 

cfigarazzi@orionedenpark.org.uk 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Performing-Arts/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938362-btec-nat-extcert-pa-spec-iss2c.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Performing-Arts/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938362-btec-nat-extcert-pa-spec-iss2c.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Performing-Arts/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938362-btec-nat-extcert-pa-spec-iss2c.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Performing-Arts/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938362-btec-nat-extcert-pa-spec-iss2c.pdf
mailto:cfigarazzi@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Physical Education A-Level 

Entry Requirement: Grade 6+ at GCSE PE. 6-6 in Science. 
Exam Board: AQA 
Why study A Level Physical Education 
Studying A Level PE offers a wide range of benefits 
for students who enjoy sport, science, and 
understanding how the body works. The course is 
highly respected because it develops both 
academic knowledge and practical performance. It 
provides a strong foundation for careers in sport, 
health, and fitness, while also helping students 
build important life skills. Some key reasons to 
study A Level PE include: 

• A blend of science and sport: You explore 

anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, 

psychology, and skill acquisition, gaining a 

deeper understanding of how the body and 

mind contribute to performance. 

• Excellent career pathways: The subject 

leads to opportunities in sports science, 

physiotherapy, coaching, PE teaching, 

nutrition, sports psychology, strength and 

conditioning, and sport management. 

• Transferable skills: Students develop 

communication, leadership, critical 

thinking, data analysis, and teamwork—all 

valuable for any future career. 

• Real-world application: You apply the 

theory to your own sport, learning how to 

improve performance, prevent injury, and 

design effective training programmes. 

Topics Studied 
Paper 1: Factors Affecting Participation in Physical 
Activity in Sport 
Section A- Applied Anatomy and Physiology  
Section B- Skill Acquisition  
Section C- Sport and Society  
Paper 2- Factors Affecting Optimal Performance in 
Physical Activity and Sport  
Section A- Exercise Physiology and Biomechanics 
Section B- Sport Psychology 
Section C- Sport and Society and Technology in 
Sport 
 

University / Post 18  

• Sport and Exercise Science  

• Physiotherapy 

• Sports development  

• PE and Sport  

• Sport Psychology 
 

Career Progression 

With an A Level PE you will be able to progress into 
the following careers: 

• Sport and Exercise scientist  

• Physiotherapist 

• Sports coach  

• PE Teacher  

• Sports Psychologist 

• Strength and Conditioning coach  

• Personal Trainer  

• Sports management 

• Sports Nutritionist 
 
Who to contact to ask more questions 

Mr Hough- Head of PE- 
ahough@orionedenpark.org.uk   
 
 

mailto:ahough@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Photography A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 5 in GCSE Photography or any other Creative Arts Subject  
Exam Board: AQA 
 

Why study Photography? 
Photography allows students to bring life to their 
imaginations and learn to look and notice things in their 
everyday surroundings. Students will be exposed to a 
variety of different styles and genres and truly have the 
opportunity to find out who they are as a 
photographer, and what motivates them to create 
images. Students will begin exploring photography 
through an introductory foundation skills course and 
then develop their own personal investigation in an 
area of interest which is personal and meaningful to 
them.   
 
Topics Studied 
Portraiture, location photography, studio photography, 
experimental imagery, documentary photography, 
photojournalism, moving image: film, video, and 
animation, fashion photography. 
 
Assessment Structure 

Component 1 (Coursework Unit): 60% of final grade 
This consists of a sketchbook of preparatory work, 
additional separate pieces, a final outcome & 
evaluations with no time limit. This unit is supported by 
a personal investigation essay consisting of 1,000 to 
3,000 words. This prepares students for the rigour of 
completing a dissertation required in any further or 
higher education setting. 

 

Component 2: Externally Set Task (Exam Unit): 40% of 
final grade. This includes a sketchbook of preparatory 
work, additional separate pieces, a final outcome 
produced during a 15-hour exam, with evaluations and 
critical analysis. 

 

 

 

 

University / Post 18  
In order to prepare for university life, students can 

either opt to apply directly for a degree course, or if 

they are unsure of the field in which they would like to 

work and need further opportunities for investigation, 

most students undertake a one-year foundation course 

in Art & Design. The course will prepare students with a 

portfolio of work, which they can then use to apply for 

a degree of their choice. Students will receive advice in 

choosing an appropriate course, preparing their 

personal statement, portfolio presentation and 

interview coaching. The A-Level course will provide 

students with a solid foundation of the skills required to 

start a foundation course or degree.   

 
Career Progression 
The creative industries make up 2.3 million of the jobs 
in the UK. This means there are many different careers 
you can have in Photography such as:  
 

• Travel photographer 

• Wedding photographer 

• Portrait photographer  

• Stock photographer  

• Commercial photographer  

• Sports photographer  

• Fashion photographer  

• Scientific photographer  

• Photo editor 

• Advertising Art Director 

• Film/video Editor 

 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Miss Watts – Head of Creative Arts Faculty- 
LWatts@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 
Course website 
AQA | Art and Design | Subject content | Photography 
 

mailto:LWatts@orionedenpark.org.uk
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subject-content/photography
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Physics A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 7 in GCSE Physics or 7-7 in Combined Science with a 7 in Maths  
Exam Board: AQA 
Why study Physics? 
Physics will help you to build up your problem solving, 
research, and analytical skills. Physics is a useful subject 
for the majority of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and maths) careers and you will find 
physicists everywhere, in industry, transport, 
government, universities, the armed forces, the secret 
service, games companies, research labs and more. 
  
Topics Studied 
Core content: Measurements and their errors, Particles 
and radiation, Waves, Mechanics and materials, 
Electricity, Further mechanics and thermal physics, 
Fields and their consequences and Nuclear physics 

Options: Astrophysics, Medical physics, Engineering 
physics, Turning points in Physics  

Assessment Structure 
Total of three papers 
Each 2 hours  
Paper 1 = 85 mks in total, 60 mks of short and long 
answer questions and 25 multiple choice questions on 
content 
Paper 2 = 85 mks, 60 mks of short and long answer 
questions and 25 multiple choice questions on content 
Paper 3 = 80 mks, 45 mks of short and long answer 
questions on practical experiments and data analysis, 
35 mks of short and long answer questions on optional 
topic.  
 
Course website 
AQA | Science | AS and A-level | Physics  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

University / Post 18  
Physics A-level has been named as a "facilitating 
subject" by the Russell Group of universities, meaning 
it is useful for getting onto a wide range of university 
courses.  
 

It is often recommended or useful for: biochemistry, 
biology, chemistry, medicine, dentistry, architecture, 
computer science, geography, earth and environmental 
sciences, maths, materials science, pharmacy, sports 
science, surveying, psychology and finance. 
Physics GCSE or A-level for some advanced, higher 
and degree apprenticeships in engineering or to work 
as a science technician. 
 

Career Progression 
Finance: the subject provides highly valued analytical, 
problem-solving, and quantitative skills that are directly 
applicable to financial modeling and risk management. 
The financial industry, particularly in quantitative roles, 
actively recruits individuals with strong mathematical 
background 
 

Technology and Computing: it provides a strong 
foundation in analytical thinking, problem-solving, and 
core scientific principles that are highly valued and 
directly applicable to technology and engineering 
career. 
  

Climate change: is one of the biggest challenge’s 
humanity has ever faced. Possibly becoming a 
meteorologist who works to understand the climate 
and weather systems, to the surprising, such as working 
in environmental law or developing agricultural 
technology. 
 

 

 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mr Desai- Head of Physics  
ADesai@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/600/How-can-problem-solving-help-me-at-work
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/770/what-are-stem-subjects
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/36/Public-Sector-Government
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/603/Army-jobs:-It%E2%80%99s-not-just-about-being-a-soldier
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/34/Science-Research
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/physics-7407-7408
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/341/Who-Are-the-Russell-Group-Universities
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/23/Medicine-Healthcare
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/582/Degree-apprenticeships:-What-are-they-and-are-they-for-me
mailto:ADesai@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Politics A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 5 in GCSE English 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
Why study Politics? 
This is a subject that is fast moving and dynamic. It is 
for students who are fascinated by what is going on in 
the world around them. Through choosing this course 
you will develop a critical awareness of the nature of 
politics and the relationship between political ideas, 
institutions and processes. Furthermore, acquire 
knowledge and understanding of the structures of 
authority and power within the political system of the 
United Kingdom, and how these may differ from those 
of other political systems. Finally acquire knowledge 
and informed understanding of the rights and 
responsibilities of the individual and encourage an 
interest in, and engagement with, contemporary 
politics. Studying this subject will help to give you 
knowledge and an intellectual framework around which 
to develop your own ideas on a range of important 
political issues. 
 
Topics Studied 
A variety of modes of assessment will be used, 
including short-answer questions, stimulus response, 
extended writing, and essays. Students will have a 
choice of questions within the examinations for each 
unit. Synoptic assessment will be examined through the 
essay questions in Units 3 and 4 and will draw on the 
skills required to analyse conflicting political 
viewpoints, including the extent of rivalry between 
these viewpoints and an awareness of the significance 
of these viewpoints for an understanding of the issue or 
question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The components are as listed below:  

- Component 1: UK Politics and Core Political 
Ideas- Written examination: 2 hours 33⅓% of 
the qualification 84 marks 

- Component 2: UK Government and Non-Core 
Political Ideas- Written examination: 2 hours 
33⅓% of the qualification 84 marks 

- Component 3: Comparative Politics- Written 
examination: 2 hours 33⅓% of the qualification 
84 marks 

 
University / Post 18  
At university subjects such as politics, law, history and 
international relations could be studied. The course 
also gives a variety of transferable skills that could be 
applied to other pathways.  
 
 
Career Progression 
Apart from going into politics, students often have 
careers in law, journalism, broadcasting, business, or 
the public sector. 
 
 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Ms Williams - Head of History and Politics  
Iwilliams@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 

 

 

mailto:Iwilliams@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Psychology A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 5 English, 5 Maths, 6-5 in double award science (Or two 5s in triple science) 
Exam Board: AQA 
Why study Psychology? 
Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour 
and experiences, where we look to explain why people 
are the way they are. The course aims to extend our 
everyday observations of human behaviour by 
attempting to explore the truth behind what is ‘known’ 
scientifically. Psychology also examines how to help 
treat individuals who suffer from various psychological 
disorders, and the different ways one can go about this.  
 
Topics Studied 
Year 1 compulsory: 

• Social Influence 

• Memory 

• Attachment 

• Psychopathology 

• Research Methods  

• Approaches in Psychology 

• Biopsychology 
 
Year 2 compulsory: 

• Issues & Debates in Psychology 

• Research Methods 
 
Year 2 Options (3 are chosen from each group): 

• Relationships 

• Gender 

• Cognition & Development 
 

• Schizophrenia 

• Eating Behaviours 

• Stress 
 

• Aggression 

• Forensic Psychology 

• Addiction 
  
 
 

Assessment Structure 
The A level course is 100% examination based through 
three, 96 mark, 2-hour papers. All papers include 
multiple choice, short answer and extended writing 
questions. 
 
Course website: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-
level/psychology-7181-7182  
 
University / Post 18  
Psychology is one of the most versatile subjects as it 
applies everywhere humans are found! 
 
Therefore, Psychology can lead onto many other 
subjects and is very useful if you want to go on to study 
Psychology, Counselling, Youth Work, International 
Relations, Politics, Law, Economics Business or other 
Social Sciences at degree level.  
 
You can study either a BSc (Science) or a BA (Art) in 
Psychology, so individual university requirements need 
to be checked as they may vary, this can also affect 
what modules you may study.  
  
Career Progression 
A Psychology degree has been widely regarded as one 
of the most versatile degrees when trying to access the 
job market after university, since humanity and human 
elements are present in all parts of life. So can lead 
onto many of the afore mentioned areas referred to in 
the university section. Not just being a psychotherapist, 
and a psychologist! 
 
 
 
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Ms N Lawson - Head of Social Sciences 

nlawson@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182
mailto:nlawson@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Sociology A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 5 in GCSE English Language 
Exam Board: AQA 
Why study Sociology? 
Sociology is a fascinating subject that explores the 
diversity of human social life and the development of 
British society over time; it is an engaging a-level course 
for inquisitive individuals with an interest in 
investigating the social world around them and 
understanding their place within it.  
 
The sociology course will give you an insight into the 
complex ways in which people’s opportunities in life 
can be impacted by factors relating to their identity 
such as their gender, sexuality, ethnicity, race, and 
social class background.  
 
Topics Studied 
Compulsory content 
 

✓ Education with Theory and Methods 

•      Education 

•      Theory and Methods 
 

✓ Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods 

•      Crime and Deviance 

•      Theory and Methods 
 
Optional Topics in Sociology 
 
Option 1 

• Families and Households 
 
Option 2 

• Beliefs in Society 
 
Assessment Structure 
The A level course is 100% examination based through 
three, 80 mark, 2-hour papers. All papers include short 
answer and extended writing questions. 
 
Course website:  
AQA | Sociology | A-Level | A-level Sociology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

University / Post 18  
Sociology is a subject that would go well with other 
humanities subjects such as Politics and History due to 
the overlapping study skills used. In addition, the 
research methods module in the A-level is taught in 
Psychology and Business Studies. 
 
A-level sociology provides a strong foundation for 
further study of a variety of subjects at degree level, 
including sociology and social sciences, criminology, 
politics and journalism as the skills and knowledge are 
highly relevant to these areas of study. 
 
Career Progression 
Studying sociology can prepare students for a wide 
variety of fulfilling future careers including policing and 
the justice system, civil service, social policy advisor, 
educational research and teaching, media and 
journalism, marketing, and caring based professions 
such as social work.  
 
Additionally, the research and analysis skills lend 
themselves to research-based roles and sociologists are 
often sought by government agencies and both public 
and private research organisations and academia. 
 
 
  
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Mr M Behan - Head of Social Sciences 
MBehan@orionedenpark.org.uk 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/a-level/sociology-7192/specification
mailto:MBehan@orionedenpark.org.uk
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Spanish A-Level 
Entry Requirement: Grade 6 in GCSE Spanish  
Exam Board: AQA 
Why study Spanish? 
Learning another language is a versatile skill that will 
develop your linguistic knowledge and enrich the 
appreciation of the nature and diversity of different 
cultures and people. Living in a multicultural global 
society means that linguistic skills are increasingly 
valued and will give you an endless range of career 
possibilities. You should expect to discuss a range of 
topics and use a range of skills in and out of the 
classroom. A programme of school visits will be 
available to further enrich and contextualise the in-class 
learning.   
 
Topics Studied 
The course is divided into the following 4 main areas of 
study:  
5- The evolution of Spanish society 
6- Political and artistic culture in Spanish Speaking 

Countries 
7- Grammar 
8- Literary texts and films 
 
The A level in languages is a varied course that aims to 
develop your linguistic skills in the language through 
studying a variety of topics that are relevant to the 
target language countries. These include social issues 
and trends, political and artistic culture, film studies 
and literature. For the film study component, we will be 
studying the director Almodóvar through the film 
“Volver” and for the literature component we will be 
studying “Como agua para chocolate” by Laura 
Esquivel. You will also be required to undertake an 
individual research project on a topic of your choice.  
 
Assessment Structure 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing 
Paper 2: Writing 
Paper 3: Speaking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course website 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-
level/spanish-7692/specification-at-a-glance  
 
University / Post 18  
A-Level languages is a great course as it develops skills 
that are transferrable. In the future, you could choose 
to do a joint honours degree at university. Amongst the 
most popular combination subjects are another 
language, English, Politics, History, Business and Law.  
 
Also, many universities will offer a programme of study 
abroad when you study a language.  
  
Career Progression 
Having another language will be a big asset regardless 
of what career path you wish to pursue. However, 
some of the most popular industries that linguist enter 
are: hospitality & tourism, publishing & the media, 
education, recruitment & HR, law, advertising & 
marketing & business.  
  
Who to contact to ask more questions 
Ms Cullen – Head of Spanish 
mcullen@orionedenpark.org.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692/specification-at-a-glance
mailto:mcullen@orionedenpark.org.uk
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LEVEL 3 BTEC SPORT 

Entry Requirement: Studied BTEC Sport Merit or GCSE Grade 4. English & Maths Grade 4 

Exam Board: Pearson Level 3  
 

Why study BTEC Sport? 
Studying Level 3 BTEC is a great opportunity to learn the 
theoretical knowledge behind practical. You will get a 
broad range of knowledge from across the whole sport 
industry. With the course being one where you study a 
practical subject, you will get a range of practical lessons 
throughout the year, whether this be looking at muscles 
in the body, healthy active lifestyles, or fitness testing. 
This course is a great choice for anyone who wishes to 
further their knowledge of sport. 
 
Topics Studied 
Across the course you will study the following topics: 

- Anatomy and Physiology  
- Fitness Training and Programming for Health, 

Sport and Well-being 
- Professional Development in the Sports Industry 
- Application of Fitness Testing 

 
Assessment Structure 
You will be assessed in 4 units. Two of which are 
examination units. The other two will be coursework 
units.  
 
University / Post 18  
Once completing sixth form, there are many 
opportunities open to students to further their studies 
or enter the place of work, most of which are below. 
There is a wide range of university courses students can 
choose to study e.g., sports science, sport journalism, 
and physical education. Entering the world of work at 
this stage is also a viable option for students, especially 
those logging to enter the sport leisure industry.  
 
Course website 
BTEC Nationals | Sport (2016) | Pearson qualifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Career Progression 
Level 3 BTEC Sport lends itself to a range of careers in 
sports and fitness as well as other industries that you 
may not have considered before. For example, did you 
know that many nutritionists, physical therapists, and 
chiropractors have a degree in PE/Sport? Some careers 
that you could consider doing with PE include: 
 

- Physical Education Teacher 
- Physiotherapist 
- Personal Trainer 
- Sports Performer/Athlete 
- Sports Coach/Instructor 
- Sports Development  
- Sports Lawyer 
- Sports Journalist 
- Sports Commentator 
- Sports Analyst  
- Sports Broadcast Presenter  
- Sports Scientist 
- Sports Psychologist 
- Leisure Operations and Management 
- Sport Photographer 
- Sport Marketing, PR & Communications 
- Strength And Conditioning Coach 
- Sports Development 
- Sports Agent 

  
 
Who to contact to ask more questions? 
Mr Hough- Head of PE  
AHough@orionedenpark.org.uk 
 
 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2016.html
mailto:AHough@orionedenpark.org.uk

