
 

Summer Bridging Course 
 

The tasks below have been designed by your A-Level teachers to help 
you develop your subject knowledge and academic study skills.  

 
Completion of these tasks will help you thrive academically from the 

start. Please bring your work to your first timetabled lesson. 

 

 

Subject: A level Fine Art 2026 Exam Board: AQA 

Specification web link:  
A-level Art and Design Specification Specifications for first teaching in 2015 
 

Theme: Still Life  
This project aims to bridge your transition from GCSE Fine Art to A level by exploring the theme of still life. The project involves 
visiting an art gallery, analysing artworks, taking photographs and creating an artistic response as part of your creative 
process.  
 

              
 
Jan Jansz. Treck Vanitas Still Life 1648 National Gallery                                                                Anwar Jalal Shema Still Life 1957               
 
 
 

Task 1 
 
 
 

Visit an Art Gallery/exhibition  
Choose a local or renowned art gallery with a significant collection of still life artworks. Examples include- The 
National Gallery (free), Tate Britain (free), Tate Modern (free), Dulwich Picture Gallery (£), Hayward Gallery (£) 
White Cube or any local gallery with a good collection. Spend time observing and photographing various still life 
artworks, taking notes on pieces that particularly catch your interest.  
 

Task 2 
 

Artwork Analysis  
Select at least three still life artworks from your gallery visit to analyse in depth.  
Use the following points to guide your analysis:  
• Artist and Title: Note the artist’s name, title of the work, date, and medium.  
• Composition: Describe the arrangement of objects, the use of space, and focal points.  
• Colour and Light: Analyse the colour palette, use of light and shadow, and how these elements affect the 
mood.  
• Techniques: Note any specific techniques the artist used, such as brushstrokes, texture, or perspective.  
• Symbolism and Meaning: Consider the symbolic meaning of the objects and any underlying themes or 
messages.  
• Create a sketch of the artwork   
 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-A-LEVEL-SP-2015.PDF


Task 3 
 
 
 

Photographic Exploration  
• Take your own still life photographs. Experiment with different objects, lighting conditions, and 
compositions.  
• Consider using both natural and artificial light sources to see how they influence the mood of your 
photographs.  
• Capture at least 10 different still life compositions, focusing on varying the arrangement of objects and 
angles.  
 

Task 4 
 

Artistic Response  
Create your own still life artwork inspired by your gallery visit and photographic exploration.  
Choose your medium: painting, drawing, digital art, or any other medium you are comfortable with.  
Plan your composition carefully, considering elements such as balance, harmony, and contrast.  
Execute your artwork, incorporating techniques and ideas observed during your gallery visit and from your own 
photographs.  
 

Task 5 
 

Documentation and Reflection  
• Document your entire process in a sketchbook or digital journal. Include:  
• Photos, notes and sketches from your gallery visit.  
• Detailed analyses of the three selected artworks.  
• Your own photographs with notes on lighting, composition, and object choice.  
• Preliminary sketches and plans for your final artwork.  
• A final reflection on what you learned during the project and how your artistic response was influenced 
by the still life artworks you studied and photographed.  
 

 
Tips for Success  
 
Time Management: Plan your time effectively, ensuring you have ample opportunity for gallery visits, photography, and creating 
your final piece.  
Attention to Detail: Pay close attention to the details in both your analysis and your creative work.  
Experimentation: Don’t be afraid to experiment with different techniques and ideas.  
Reflection: Reflect on your process and how each step influenced your final artwork.  
By the end of this project, you will have a deeper understanding of still life as an art form and will have developed your skills in 
analysis, photography, and artistic creation.  
 

 


