Summer Bridging Course

The tasks below have been designed by your A-Level teachers to help
you develop your subject knowledge and academic study skills.

Completion of these tasks will help you thrive academically from the
start. Please bring your work to your first timetabled lesson.

Subject: Government and Politics Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

Specification web link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessme
nts/A-level-Politics-Specification.pdf

Task 1 Watch one of the films listed below (easy right!) then write a review of 300 words minimum and post it to the
Padlet linked here. Do not worry if you choose the same
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https://padlet.com/crodgerson/politics-a-level-bridging-work-pglpzclna54l77ac

If you are unable to post it, please email it to me at LT =R AT
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Task 2 Take the following methods of participation and decide the following:

1) Which form of participation requires the most effort from the individual? Explain your answer.
2) Which form of participation requires the least effort from the individual? Explain your answer.
3) Which do you believe is the most effective as a form of participation and why?

4) Which is the least effective as a form of participation and why?

« Standing for public office: This is the most intensive. Many local councilors are part-time, but they do have to
give up a great deal of their lives to attending meetings, campaigning, meeting constituents, reading
information and making decisions. It goes without saying that full-time politicians must immerse themselves
in the job. Even those who stand for office unsuccessfully must devote a considerable amount of time to the
effort of trying to get elected.

« Active party membership: Many people join political parties, but only a minority of these are active members,
also called activists'. Activists are fully engaged with the party they support. This may mean attending local
meetings of the party, voting for officers, campaigning in the community and canvassing at election time to
try to ensure as many party supporters vote as possible.

« Active pressure group membership: Like party activists, these pressure group supporters may be full
members, helping to raise both money and awareness of the cause they support. Often this means attending
or even organising demonstrations and other forms of direct action.

« Passive party or group membership: This means being enough of a supporter to join the party Or pressure
group, but taking relatively little active part. Such members often confine their activities to helping at election
times or maybe signing a petition.

« Digital activists: Since the growth of social media and the internet, this has become a common form of
participation. It requires only that the individual takes part in campaigns and movements that happen online.
In other words, participation is possible without leaving one's home. It normally involves such activities as
signing -petitions, joining social media campaigns, expressing support for a cause on social media, etc.



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Politics-Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Politics-Specification.pdf

« Voting is the most fundamental and yet the least taxing form of political participation. It has become
especially convenient with the growing use of postal voting. Even with local, regional and national elections,
plus referendums, most citizens have to vote only once a year at most.

Task 3 Create a timeline of Prime Ministers from 1945-present day. This can be done either electronically or physically.
This should include the years (or months!) that they were in power, what political party they belonged to and
any key information about their leadership (e.g., were they involved in a scandal, did a financial crash happen
when they were in power or was there mass discontent and strikes because of their policies?)

For Task 1 Movies

Some movies to learn more about political figures, theories and events.

The Iron Lady (2011) — An aged Margaret Thatcher gets nostalgic as she empties her late husband Denis’s
wardrobe. She struggles to come to terms with her husband’s passing while also recollecting her political
journey.

The Deal (2003) -The relationship between Gordon Brown and Tony Blair upon the death of the leader of the
Labour Party.

The Queen (2006) — Queen Elizabeth Il tries to deal with a series of events following the death of Princess Diana.
The Special Relationship (2010) — The story of Tony Blair and his relationship with Bill Clinton.

Brexit: The Uncivil War (2018) — a drama about the biggest foreign policy decision in recent years.

V for Vendetta (2005) — action/thriller dealing with the ideas of libertarianism and anarchism.

Fahrenheit 11/9 (2018) — documentary about how Trump won the 2016 election.

Boys State (2020) — a group of young Texan men get stuck into the heart of democracy.



https://amzn.to/3cOdngV
https://amzn.to/2ZpWQMx
https://amzn.to/3cKIxFW
https://amzn.to/36g6cvK
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/brexit-the-uncivil-war
https://amzn.to/32fjEz8
https://amzn.to/389KkVD

