
 

Summer Bridging Course 
 

The tasks below have been designed by your A-Level teachers to help 
you develop your subject knowledge and academic study skills.  

 
Completion of these tasks will help you thrive academically from the 

start. Please bring your work to your first timetabled lesson. 

 

 

Subject: A level Graphics Exam Board: AQA 

Specification web link:  
 

Theme:  Developing Visual Language   
 
The purpose of these tasks is to help you begin to develop your own visual language and the beginning of finding out what 
type of design you are interested in.  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Task 1 
 
 
 

Academic Arguments 
 
“AI will transform creative industries, but it will not replace human 
designers.” 
 
To what extent do you agree with this statement? 
 
In your response, you need to refer to the David Attenborough artwork by 
Jake Wood and at least 1 article from below.  
 
300 words. 
 
'Very sad' EastEnders' Jake Wood issues public apology over his art | Soaps | Metro News 
Will AI Replace Graphic Designers? | Coursera 
AI agents and robots can already automate over 57% of U.S. work hours, but that doesn’t mean half of all jobs 
are endangered, McKinsey says | Fortune 
AI Won’t Replace Designers - But It Is Replacing Slow Ones | by Somesh Patel | Bootcamp | Medium 
 
 

https://metro.co.uk/2026/05/13/very-sad-eastenders-jake-wood-issues-public-apology-art-28355061/
https://www.coursera.org/articles/will-ai-replace-graphic-designers?msockid=2506e030bb8a692a1b32f73bba41685e
https://fortune.com/2025/11/25/why-ai-wont-take-your-job-partnership-agents-robots-mckinsey/
https://fortune.com/2025/11/25/why-ai-wont-take-your-job-partnership-agents-robots-mckinsey/
https://medium.com/design-bootcamp/ai-wont-replace-designers-but-it-is-replacing-slow-ones-6b629ec8ae99


Task 2 
 

What the type? 
 
Collect, photograph and gather different exampls of design, this can be 
flyers, posters, packaging, typography, print designs, web design. They 
need to be photographs you have taken and examplesof design you 
have physically collected – create a mood board of imagery. 
 
 
 

Task 3 
 
 
 

History of Graphic Design  
Find visual examples of the following design periods:  

• Art Nouveau 

• Futurism 

• Constructivism 

• Art Deco 

• Kitsch 

• Swiss Design 

• Psychedelic 

• Post Modern 

• Flat 

• Grunge  
 
What are they key characteristics of that design period? Which design periods are you most interested in?  

Task 4 
 

Gallery / Exhibition Visit  
 
 
Quentin Blake Centre for Illustration.  exhibitions: Queer As Comics, Quentin Blake: Performance, Murugiah: 
Ever feel like….. 
The Design Museum : Wes Anderson: The Archives, From Japan with Love, Permanent exhibitions 
The Museum of Brands : Museum of Brands, London, United Kingdom — Google Arts & Culture  
V&A : Lost music venues, graphic design - Search Results | V&A Explore the Collections 
Young V&A Inside Aardman: Wallace nd Gromit and Friends  
Tate Modern: Explore the free Media Networks display. Media Networks – Display at Tate Modern | Tate  
 
Visit an gallery or exhibition and write up your gallery visit reflection.  
Explain what you have seen, take photographs and analyse  
  
 

Task 5 
 

Final Outcome 
 
BRIEF: WHAT IS DESIGN? 
You have been asked to create a design for print demonstrating what design is for 11-16 year olds to 
understand. You can do this digitally using canva, or photopea or by hand. 
You will need to include headings, imagery and illustration. Consider your typography, colour palette, and 
layout with a focus on hierarchy.  
 

 
Tips for Success  
 
Time Management: Plan your time effectively, ensuring you have ample opportunity for gallery visits, analysis, photography, and 
.  
Attention to Detail: Pay close attention to the details in both your analysis and your creative work.  
Experimentation: Don’t be afraid to experiment with different techniques and ideas.  
Reflection: Reflect on your process and how each step influenced your final artwork.  
By the end of this project, you will have a deeper understanding of still life as an art form and will have developed your skills in 
analysis, photography, and artistic creation.  
 

 

https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/museum-of-brands
https://collections.vam.ac.uk/search/?kw_location_type=display&kw_resident_venue=VA&page=1&page_size=15&q=graphic+design
https://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern/display/media-networks

