
 

Summer Bridging Course 
 

The 3 tasks below have been designed by your A-Level teachers to help 
you develop your subject knowledge and academic study skills.  

 
Completion of these tasks will help you thrive academically from the 

start. Please bring your work to your first timetabled lesson. 

 

 

Subject: A- Level English Literature  Exam Board: Edexcel 

Specification web link:  

Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Literature 

Task 1 
 
 
 

Find a modern poem which you feel confident discussing. It shouldn’t be something from the 
collection you studied at KS4 or something you studied at KS3.  
Bring in a copy of it which has been annotated and be ready to share your ideas about it in 
class. 
Here are some good websites to use if you aren’t sure of where to find one.  
Poetry Archive 
Poetry Foundation  
Carol Rumens's poem of the week | The Guardian 
 

Task 2 
 

Read a novel over the summer and be ready to discuss it with the class. 
As you read make notes on these questions: 

1. How does the author use setting? Where and when is the text set and how are 
descriptions of setting used by the author? 

2. What narrative perspective is the text written from? How does that affect how you 
view the characters within the text and your ideas about the text overall? 

3. How does the author begin and end their text? What changes/ doesn’t change? How 
does this fit into their ideas presented within the text? 

4. What is the overall big idea that the author wants to explore through this text? 
 
If you are not sure of what novels might be suitable, any of the below are great novels suited 
to A-level English literature students. 
 
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
1984 by George Orwell 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Beloved by Toni Morrison 
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Brick Lane by Monica Ali 
The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 
Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys 
 

Task 3 
 
 
 

In year 13, you will study the Shakespeare play ‘Othello’. Read the summary of the play here: 
Othello - Entire Play | Folger Shakespeare Library and then Act 1, scene 3 using this link: 
Othello - Act 1, scene 3 | Folger Shakespeare Library 
'This only is the witchcraft I have used' | Act 1 scene 3 | Othello (2024) | Shakespeare's Globe 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/English%20Literature/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/gce2015-a-level-eng-lit-spec.pdf
https://poetryarchive.org/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/series/poemoftheweek
https://www.folger.edu/explore/shakespeares-works/othello/read/
https://www.folger.edu/explore/shakespeares-works/othello/read/1/3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbWKCOm4cW4


Re-read Othello’s speech below and answer this question: 
How does Shakespeare present Othello?  
Ensure you use evidence from the text and analyse the language used. You could also discuss 
how it compares with the presentation of him elsewhere in the text. You should aim to write 
400-500 words. Please ensure you proofread this. 
 
OTHELLO  
Her father loved me, oft invited me, 
Still questioned me the story of my life 
From year to year—the battles, sieges, fortunes 
That I have passed. 
I ran it through, even from my boyish days 
To th’ very moment that he bade me tell it, 
Wherein I spoke of most disastrous chances: 
Of moving accidents by flood and field, 
Of hairbreadth ’scapes i’ th’ imminent deadly 
breach, 
Of being taken by the insolent foe 
And sold to slavery, of my redemption thence, 
And portance in my traveler’s history, 
Wherein of antres vast and deserts idle, 
Rough quarries, rocks, and hills whose heads 
touch heaven, 
It was my hint to speak—such was my process— 
And of the cannibals that each other eat, 
The Anthropophagi, and men whose heads 
Do grow beneath their shoulders. These things to 
hear 
Would Desdemona seriously incline. 
But still the house affairs would draw her thence, 
Which ever as she could with haste dispatch 
She’d come again, and with a greedy ear 
Devour up my discourse. Which I, observing, 
Took once a pliant hour, and found good means 
To draw from her a prayer of earnest heart 
That I would all my pilgrimage dilate, 
Whereof by parcels she had something heard, 
But not intentively. I did consent, 
And often did beguile her of her tears 
When I did speak of some distressful stroke 
That my youth suffered. My story being done, 
She gave me for my pains a world of sighs. 
She swore, in faith, ’twas strange, ’twas passing 
strange, 
’Twas pitiful, ’twas wondrous pitiful. 
She wished she had not heard it, yet she wished 
That heaven had made her such a man. She thanked 
me, 
And bade me, if I had a friend that loved her, 
I should but teach him how to tell my story, 
And that would woo her. Upon this hint I spake. 
She loved me for the dangers I had passed, 
And I loved her that she did pity them. 
This only is the witchcraft I have used. 
Here comes the lady. Let her witness it. 
 
 



 


